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WILBRAHAM — Wilbraham Girl Scout troop 64587 learned about safe pond ice skating in February as part of their ‘Snow Adventure’ badge. Other activities they will be trying are 
snowboarding and snowshoeing. Allison Dimitri, Caroline Maloni, Lexi Nichols and Charlotte Powell take a break for some fun while practicing skills they learned in the event of 
falling through the ice. The scouts measured the thickness of the ice and how to perform first aid to someone who was freezing and wet. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Powell 





Officials seek answers from 
county retirement board 


An audit report 
released last month 
pointed to 
mismanagement of 
funds 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION — Municipalities 
throughout the county are pre- 
paring to take action against 
the Hampden County Regional 
Board of Retirement after the re- 
lease of a Feb. 21 audit that left 
more questions than answers and 
generated outrage over probable 
malfeasance and mismanage- 
ment of funds. 

And towns including Hamp- 
den, which have had to pay ris- 
ing contribution costs over the 
last several years, hope they’ll 
get some of those funds back if 
the retirement board can’t show 
proper documentation. 

“One of the key questions 
has to do with those invoices that 
amount to well over $200,000, 
for which there doesn’t seem to 
be any backup material,’ said 
Hampden Town Administrator 
Robert Markel of the audit report 
during the March | meeting of 
the Board of Selectmen. “That 
money might somehow be re- 
paid, or at least we should have 
a decision to go after it.” 

On March 1, Hampden Board 
of Selectmen Chair Donald Dav- 
enport identified another issue 
with the retirement board’s rep- 
resentation that he did not ap- 
prove of. 

“T think it’s important to note 


that you really have what I call 
‘The Agawam Crony Cabal,’” 
Davenport said. “You have Mr. 
Theroux, who is the former Aga- 
wam town clerk; you have Karl 
Schmaelzle, who is a Agawam 
retired firefighter; and you have 
the Agawam Town Treasurer/ 
Collector, Laurel Placzek. You 
have three of the five [board] 
members from Agawam, the 
[retirement board] office is Aga- 
wam, and their counsel is also 
the town counsel for Agawam.” 

Davenport suggested con- 
tacting a state representative or 
senator to request that a bill be 
filed to require all five board 
members to come from different 
communities. Davenport’s Aga- 
wam-centric inquiry is among 
many that remain unanswered. 

On March 3, after this edi- 
tion of the Times went to press, 
Markel led a_ teleconference 
with the retirement board that 
included town managers, admin- 
istrators and other officials from 
Hampden County communities, 
including Wilbraham Town Ad- 
ministrator Nick Breault. 

During the call, which wasn’t 
open to the public, Markel ex- 
pected to “go through the issues 
one by one and see what their re- 
sponse is and basically say that 
things must change.” 

Breault said they’d be asking 
several questions and requesting 
documents from the retirement 
board. 

“We’re very keen to hear 
what the retirement board has to 
say,’ Breault said during Mon- 
day night’s Wilbraham Board of 


Please see BOARD, page 17 





Article for non-partisan elections likely 
at Wilbraham town meeting 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM — Wilbra- 
ham is one of just a handful of 
towns in the state who still hold 
partisan town elections, but that 
could change after this year’s 
town meeting. 

A warrant article will likely 
be up for a vote at annual town 
meeting — the only question is 
whether it will be brought for- 
ward by the Board of Select- 
men or as a citizen’s petition. 
But during a discussion during 
Monday night’s Board of Se- 


lectmen meeting, several citi- 
zens and town officials were in 
favor of seeing an article up for 
a vote which would ask whether 
or not the town’s residents want 
non-partisan town elections. 
Finance committee mem- 
ber and former selectwoman 
Sue Bunnell said Monday that 
about half of the town’s regis- 
tered voters are unenrolled in 
a party. Having non-partisan 
elections would also mean each 
candidate would have to get at 
least 50 signatures from town 
voters to have their name ap- 
pear on the ballot, rather than 


being put forward by either of 
the town’s party caucuses, when 
candidates can sometimes end 
up on the ballot with just 20 or 
30 votes from caucus members. 
Bunnell said she’s even seen a 
candidate make it onto the bal- 
lot with just three or four votes. 

“It’s a potential barrier for 
folks being willing to run,” 
Bunnell said. “People have a 
sens they need to get engaged 
with a party to get on the bal- 
lot or if they get themselves on 
the ballot, there may be barriers 


Please see ARTICLE, page 19 





Hampden Town Administrator and President 


Biden share longstanding 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — On his first 
day at Archmere Academy in 
Claymont, Del., current Hamp- 
den Town Administrator Robert 
Markel formed a friendship that 
would last a life time. Markel’s 
acquaintance was none _ other 
than Joseph Biden, who, six de- 
cades later, would become the 
46th president of the United 
States. 

“The first day of class when 
we were freshmen, he sat next to 
me; he was the first person I met 
in high school,’ Markel said. 

The two students carved out a 
friendship that still exists today. 
As years have passed, Markel 
and Biden have consistently had 
each other’s backs, lending sup- 


Please see MARKEL, page 9 
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Photo courtesy of Robert Markel. 


Hampden Town Administrator Robert Markel and U.S. President 
Joseph Biden have remained close since meeting on the first 
day of high school more than 60 years ago. The photo above was 
taken at American International College’s Model Congress during 
the 1970’s, where Markel invited Biden to do the keynote speech. 
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B® NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Children’s Museum 
seeking raffle 


contributions 

The museum will also hold a 
socially distant Easter Bunny 
visit on April 1 


WILBRAHAM — The Wilbraham 
Children’s Museum is organizing a 
fundraiser for the month of April. In lieu 
of the Bunny Breakfast, our usual Spring 
fundraiser, the WCM will be holding a 
‘virtual’ calendar raffle. Under this for- 
mat, the Museum will be selling tickets 
and raffling off prizes every day for 30 
days, with a special socially distant vis- 
it from the Easter Bunny kicking off on 
April Ist. Beyond raising funds for the 
museum, the secondary goal is to sup- 
port the greater Wilbraham community 
by having as many raffle prizes as possi- 
ble incorporate gift cards/gift certificates 
from local businesses. 

The WCM is seeking business con- 
tributions, whether it be a raffle basket, 
prize or monetary donation, to help 
make this calendar raffle a reality. All 
donors will be advertised on the calen- 
dar, as well as promoting each business 
on the WCM social media pages. It’s 
been a tough year for all businesses and 
nonprofit organizations, so the WCM is 
hoping that this event can help bring at- 
tention to the wonderful businesses here 
in town! 

Please email Meagan Michel at pres- 
ident @ wilbrahamchildrensmuseum. 
com for more information or to make a 
donation before March 5. 


ae Mall ¢ 1655 Boston = Springfield 


~ FOOD S SPIRITS 


pico Mass's #1 Irish Pub! * 
CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 


Preorder Your Favorite St. Pat. s Meals! 


Donovan's Irish Pub will be taking preorders for 
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinners, Corned Beef Sandwiches, 
Grilled Reuben's, and Whole Belly Clams. 


Order for pick up on Monday, March 15th, 
Tuesday, March 16th or Wednesday, March 17th. 


The restaurant will be closed, for inside dining, 
on Monday, March 15, 2021 and Tuesday, March 16, 2021. 
Takeout will be available from 11 am until 7 pm both days. 
We will accept only preorders on those days. 
Orders must be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. 


We will be open for inside dining on 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 (by reservation only), 
but we will also accept preordered takeout. Again, 

all orders must be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. 


Call now to place your preorders! 
If you get the answering machine, please leave 
a name and number, and we will get back to you. 


413-543-0791 © www.donovanspub.com [Fj ae 
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St. Cecilia Knights holding 
take-out dinners for St. 
Patrick’s Day 


WILBRAHAM/LUDLOW - Take-out dinners to cel- 
ebrate the Day of St. Patrick are being held by both Lud- 
low and Wilbraham Knights of Columbus on Saturday, 
March 13. 

Dinners for Wilbraham, Hampden and Sixteen Acres 
area residents can be ordered by mailing in a check for 
$15 per dinner to St. Cecilia Parish, 42 Main St., Wilbra- 
ham. The order form can be found on St. Cecilia’s web- 
site, stceciliawilbraham.org and downloaded from “The 
Week Ahead” section on the left. 

There is also an order form for tickets to participate 
in a virtual raffle. Participants may enter to win one of 
44 prizes by completing the form, available on the parish 
website. Entries may be dropped off with dinner orders 
at the church office by March 7. The drawing will be held 
on March 13. 

Wilbraham, Hampden and Springfield area residents 
can pick up their dinners at St. Cecilia Parish between 
5:30-6:30 p.m. on March 13 at the drive-through station, 
located at the rear of the church. All proceeds from the 
dinner and raffle will be used for the charitable work to 
which the Knights are committed, including “Winter 
Coats for Kids,” The Gray House in Springfield, and by 
providing food for those in need at Thanksgiving and 
Easter. 

Major support for the Survival Center in Indian Or- 
chard is also a 
yearly under- 


taking for both 
the Ludlow 
and Wilbra- 





ham councils. 


Zoom. 


facebook. 


On Monday, March 15 from 6:30-8 
p.m., teens in grades 6-12 can join us to 
test their knowledge of the popular Netflix 
show Stranger Things. If you know what 
state the town of Hawkins is in, sign up 


rity Baystate 
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Wilbraham Friends of 
Library holds mini- 
membership drive in March 


Make new friends, but 
keep the old; Those 
are silver, these are 


gold 


WILBRAHAM — Every- 
one is familiar with that poem, 
whether or not you were a Girl 
Scout. All these years after it 
was written in the late 1800’s 
the sentiment still rings true 
and makes me think of the 


Mini- Membership Drive. From 
March | to 15 all NEW mem- 
bers will get half off their an- 
nual membership dues. Just 
go to the friend’s page on the 
library’s website, www.wilbra- 
hamlibrary.org/friends. You can 
download and print an applica- 
tion or be directed to a secure 
online payment site. 

Many library patrons are 
familiar with the amazing pro- 
grams the library runs but they 

are not familiar 


Friends who with the Friends. 
have supported The basic ex- 
the library over AUN penses for the li- 
the years and brary are paid by 





the new Friends 
we hope to meet 
soon. 

The library’s newsletter has 
traditionally been sent to only 
members of the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library. In an ef- 
fort to make some new Friends, 
beginning with the Spring 1s- 
sue the newsletter will also be 
sent to patrons of the library 
who regularly receive library 
emails. In addition, the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Times has gra- 
ciously agreed to run this letter 
for us. Why not spread the word 
about the amazing things the 
library staff are able to accom- 
plish despite the current social 
restrictions? And, while we are 
at it, remind all patrons that it is 
the Friends who provide a sig- 
nificant amount of the funding 
for these programs. 

In order to make some new 
Friends, we are having a March 


Aro. 





the town; facili- 
ties, employees, 
books, etc. The meat and po- 
tatoes of a library. The rest, the 
gravy, butter and sour cream, 
come from funds raised by the 
Friends and donations from 
local businesses. These extras 
are things many of us take for 
granted; children’s program- 
ming (including the summer 
reading program), speakers, 
craft workshops, puppets, kits 
and much more. Memberships 
start at $15 and a family mem- 
bership is only $40. 

If you receive the newslet- 
ter, please share! If you receive 
it in print, please give it to a 
friend or family member. If you 
received a newsletter via email, 
feel free to forward it to anyone 
you know who loves the library. 
Don’t forget those who don’t 
know the library yet — we know 
they will love it too! 


Stranger Things trivia night at 
Wilbraham Public Library 


WILBRAHAM -— Do you like trivia 
fun? Are you looking forward to Season 
4 of Stranger Things on Netflix? Teen Li- 
brarian at the Wilbraham Public Library, 
Rachel Hapgood announces our first trivia 
program, Stranger Things Teen Trivia on 


for our trivia event now. Registration is re- 
quired. Sign up at wilbrahamlibrary.org or 
call the library at (413) 596-6141. 

The Wilbraham Public Library looks 
forward to hosting more trivia events in 
the near future for all ages. Harry Potter 


Trivia for Families, Teens & Adults, will 


be next during school vacation week in 
April. Disney and Marvel trivia will be 
other programs, so brush up on your trivia 
knowledge and watch the library’s web- 
site for more details. 


Be MIGHTY! 
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Learn more >> BaystateHealth.org/MIGHTY 
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Children’s Hospital’ We 
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In Support of the MIGHTY Program. 


Moving, Improving, and Gaining Health Together at the YMCA. 
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The Polish National Credit Union celebrates 
100th anniversary — 


CHICOPEE — It has been 100 
years since the inception of the Pol- 
ish National Credit Union. Founded 
in 1921, the Polish National Credit 
Union provided a systematic method 
of savings and low-cost loans to resi- 
dents of the local community. Today, 
the Credit Union continues to serve 
residents and businesses of Western 
Mass and Connecticut with a full 
range of financial services, products 
and exceptional member service. 

“Over the past 100 years, PNCU 
has been able to help individuals, 
businesses and communities alike,’ 
said Jim Kelly, President and CEO. 
“We have helped families and first 
time home buyers afford their dream 
homes; we’ve helped put people 
through college; and have helped 
people save for their futures. We 
look forward to the next 100 years of 
serving the community.” 

And while the economy is still 
feeling the aftereffects of COVID-19, 
Jim Kelly wants people to know that 
“PNCU is in a healthy capital posi- 
tion to weather the storm. The Cred- 
it Union will not only celebrate its 


Poli 
elivejats! 


mel Olish 
National 


Gredit Union 
.» YEARS OF SERVICE 


Centennial, but its achievements, 
having grown to be one of the ma- 
jor players in the finance industry in 
Western Massachusetts with assets 
hovering around 700 million.” 

“This is a landmark year for the 
Credit Union. There are few or- 
ganizations that can say they have 
been in existence for as long as we 
have,’ said Sarah Mailhott, Market- 
ing Manager for PNCU. “The Credit 
Union’s founders started the Polish 
National Credit Union as a way pro- 





vide their community with ways to 
save and borrow. Five generations 
later and we are still providing ex- 
ceptional products and services that 
people count on.” 

While COVID-19 has made it im- 
possible to host a party to celebrate, 
visit any of their seven locations to 
grab a copy of the Polish National 
Credit Union History Booklet or a 
2021 Centennial Calendar. 

Headquartered in Chicopee, 
Polish National Credit Union is a 
full-service credit union with a full 
suite of consumer and business prod- 
ucts. The Credit Union has eight 
branches located in Chicopee, Gran- 
by, Westfield, Southampton, Hamp- 
den, and Wilbraham; online services 
at www.pncu.com; and a Facebook 
presence at facebook.com/PolishNa- 
tionalCreditUnion. 

Deposits are federally insured by 
the National Credit Union Admin- 
istration (NCUA) and also by the 
Massachusetts Credit Union Share 
Insurance Corporation (MSIC). Pol- 
ish National Credit Union’s NMLS 
number is 439259. 





WPL hosts virtual tech support program: 
‘Your Tech Questions Answered’ 


WILBRAHAM ~— On Mondays at 
3:30 p.m. in March, April, and May, 
Wilbraham Public Library, in conjunc- 
tion with Wilbraham Monson Acade- 
my will offer a spring series of virtual 
tech support workshops. 

Students of Wilbraham Monson 
Academy will be offering free virtual 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


PHONE 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.289.1977 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
Jocelyn Walker 
jwalker@turley.com 
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Subscriptions 
$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 
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www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
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“Exactly what a Main Street 


Original Cocktails 
10 TVs @ Touch Tunes Juke Box 


tech support for questions related to 
electronic devices. They will inter- 
act with participants individually on 
Zoom, and will help solve all of those 
queries about email addresses, trou- 
ble-shooting a cell phone, questions 
about tablets, and more. Participants 
can sign up for one or more sessions. 


a8 
TAVERN 


Tavern should be” 


16 DRAFT LINES 


Registration is necessary for this 
virtual event as space is limited. To 
register, please call the library at (413) 
596-6141 or go to the website at www. 
wilbrahamlibrary.org. Participants 
will receive a Zoom link for the work- 
shop. 


m Wednesday, March 17 
WAN Ritasia ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
ALL DAY PARTY 
Open at 12:00 pm 


Corned Beef Dinner 
& Reuben Specials 


Drink & Beer Specials 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 
GREAT ATMOSPHERE 


GREAT FOOD! 


JOE MACEY 
Friday, March 12th 


218 Main Street, Monson e 413-893-9078 
www.218mainstreettavern.com ci 


Hampden - Wilbraham Regional School District's 


The Road to Kindergarten 


2021-2022 


Parents and Guardians, please join us 
for a virtual live presentation that will 
address Kindergarten Readiness, 


Screening, Curriculum, 


and a typical Kindergarten day. 


Dr. Sarah Fefer will join us 
to share proven strategies for 
a smooth transition to Kindergarten. 


Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 


Location: Via 


“Zoom” 


https://hwrsd-org.zoom.us/j/83044012186 
Meeting ID: 830 4401 2186 
No password 





THE BEST FRESH FOR 
GOOD HEALTH! 


March is National 
Nutrition Month 
“Personalize Your Plate” 


, 
Sweet Red Peppers 
Imported........ $1.99 |b 


Green Peppers 
Extra Large ...99¢ Ib 


Fresh Asparagus........ $1.99 Ib 
Iceberg Lettuce ....... $1.49 head 











Mini Daffodils 
4-Inch Pot $2.99 


__7 Unusual Tropical Houseplants 


20% OFF ALL HOUSEPLANTS | 
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PERSONALIZE 


PLATE 
















Sweet Grape Tomatoes 
Extra Large ...2/$3.00 


Crisp Celery Large Bunch ........ $1.49 


Driscoll Strawberries 
One Pound Pack ........ $3.99 


Golden Ripe 
Pineapples...2/$5.00 
Honeydew Melons ; 
ee $2.99 each wy SV 


Golden Lemons 
Extra Large...5/$3.00 








Randall’s FRESH BAKED 
Irish Soda Bread 


From Randall’s Kitchen 


Meatless Serilen Specials 


Every Wednesday and Friday 


Going Green 
For St. Patrick’s Day 


Clover Shamrocks 


& Oxalis Shamrock Plants 
IRISH Garden Flags and Decor 





") y Fresh Cut Tulip Bouquets 


10Stems $7.99 


Fresh Cut Daffodils $3.99 Bunch 


Exercise Your Green Thumb! 
Garden Indoors with 


Easy Care and 





March 3-9 


Snake Plants, Peace Lily, lvies, Ferns, 
Palms, Succulents, Cactus & MORE! 


Time to Start Seeds! | 
2021 Vegetable and Flower Seeds ¢ 
econ) and Organic Varieties 


~ Custom Seed Starting S Soil 





5 Quart Bags 


3 For $10.00 or $4.99 Each 
ALWAYS FRESH AT 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-7 PM 
Find us on and You(jiir) 
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Death 
Notices 


Pamela Burch 
Beloved preschool 
teacher, died on 
February 25, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 


Marea Fusco 
of Wilbraham 
died February 20, 2021. 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is assisting the 


family. 


Catherine A. Joyce 
Longtime Wilbraham 
resident died on 
February 26, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 


Florence Williams 
of Wilbraham 
died on 
February 26, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is assisting the 


family 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 





Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 


POLICY 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One 1s a free, brief 


Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Tu NEY rubication 


www.turley.com 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 
Custom Design Work 

Cleaning “ Markers 

Cemetery Signage 


Benches 
Plot Maintenance 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
413-589-7564 Office 


HELP WANTED 





Statues 
Bronze Plaques 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Monuments 





ADVERTISING SALES 


Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 
If so, then join our team! 

Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising 
for our community newspapers. 


The right candidate will assume an established 
territory that includes Palmer, Monson, and Ludlow. 


You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. Basic 
computer skills are required. Previous print sales 
experience is preferred but we will train the right 
candidate. Turley Publications, a locally owned 
family business, offers a competitive commission 
structure, 401k, and health plan. 


Send resume and cover letter to: 


Turle ye 


seahect & INC. 





Jamie Joslyn 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Email: jamie@turley.com 





413-589-7588 Fax 
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Hampden Senior Center spring events 


Free Easy Fun Craft Kits — We 
are thinking of Spring with some 
fun to make crafts to go! Directions 
and materials all included. Dead- 
line to reserve your free craft kit is 
March 19 and kits will be ready for 
pick up at the Hampden Senior Cen- 
ter on April 1. Call (413) 566-5588 
to sign up! 


Exercising with YMCA on 
Zoom — Open to everyone! Cost $2 
per class. You will need a computer/ 
laptop/tablet, internet access and an 
email. Call (413) 566-5588 for more 
details. 


Free Winter Vegetables — D & 
R Farm offers fresh produce and it’s 
FREE with HIP! Shares are limited, 
so call Wendy at (413) 566-5588 or 
email outreach @hampdenma.gov to 
sign up. 


Warm your HEART by help- 
ing warm the HEARTS of others — 
Do you know a Senior in Hampden 
who is home bound and could use a 
little cheering up? We would love 
to send a little gift to show we care 
and help put a smile on their face. If 
you know someone who could use 
this gift of cheer please contact the 
Hampden Senior Center. 


Building Fundraiser — “Win- 
dow Cling” — Easy Cling to place 
on your car or home window to 
show support for the Hampden Se- 
nior Center. Suggested donation $2 
each. All donations are applied to 
our building fund. Call (413) 566- 
5588 to place your order and for 
pick up details. 


Foot Care — Please call 566- 
5588 to schedule an appointment. 
Masks are required, and you must 
wait in your car until your sched- 
uled appointment time, so we can 
sanitize in between appointments. 


Memory Café to meet via 
Zoom on Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. — Memory Cafe is a 
safe and comfortable space where 
caregivers and their loved ones liv- 
ing with Dementia or Alzheimer’s 
can socialize, listen to music, play 
games, and enjoy other activities. 
You don’t need a computer to par- 
ticipate, you can call in and connect 
with everyone just by using your 
phone. Please call Wendy at (413) 
566-5588 or email her at outreach @ 
hampdenma.gov to sign up. 


Sand for Hampden Seniors — 
The fire department will deliver a 


FREE five-gallon bucket of sand 
to your home for the winter weath- 
er. You must be over the age of 60 
living in Hampden. Call (413) 566- 
5588 and leave your name, address, 
phone number, and location on 
property where you would like the 
bucket dropped off. 


Phone Pal Program — Sign up 
to be a phone pal with a Springfield 
College Occupational Therapy Stu- 
dent. Possible Conversation Topics: 
e Share life stories and adventures 
e Get advice on using cell phone, 
tablet, and computer skills ¢« Share 
each other’s topics of interest ¢ Talk 
about anything that is meaningful 
and purposeful to you! Communi- 
cation options available via: phone 
call, FaceTime or Zoom visits. If in- 
terested, please call Wendy at (413) 
566-5588 for more information. 


Grab N’ Go Lunch Program 
— Tuesday through Friday, pick up 
from 11:30 to noon. This program 
is provided by Greater Springfield 
Senior Services and serves a healthy 
lunch for anyone 60 or older. Sug- 
gested donation $2. Call (413) 566- 
5588 to sign up. 


Wilbraham Public Library virtual program: 
Madagascar, the Biodiversity Hotspot 


WILBRAHAM — On Tuesday, March 23 at 6 p.m., 
Amy Dane will offer a virtual program entitled, ““Mada- 
gascar, the Biodiversity Hotspot’ for Wilbraham Public 


Library. 


Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world. 
Having existed in isolation for some 80 million years, it 
home to plants and animals 
found nowhere else. Join us virtually to learn about the 
country’s history, customs and traditions. Soak in the 
lush flora and fauna, including the beloved lemurs of this 


a “biodiversity hotspot,’ 


delightful country. 


Amy Dane is both a lecturer and prize winning pho- 

Having traveled to over 120 countries, she 

loves to share her enthusiasm 
for the people and places 
she has visited. 

This is a virtual pro- 
gram; registration is neces- 
sary in order to participate. 
To register, call the library 
at (413) 596-6141 or go on 
line to the website at www. 
wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


tographer. 


Vases 
Granite Signs 


413-531-5360 





BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK LOIN ROAST 


RIB END or LOIN END...” @ °© 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


LE 
PORK BUTTS ssessussnene? BAZ 


SLICED IN OUR DELI Ay \ 


COOKED CORNED BEEF 


LENTEN SPECIALS 


USDA INSP FROZEN 51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG 


\RAW PEELED SHRIMP 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


BREADED POLLOCK” Alii © 





WITH CHEESE FISH POTATOES. «1 
$49 








_ 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH 


POINT CUT 
CORNED BEEF 
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Aynpalhy loral Avangements 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST OR STEAKS sss Fi 


Al 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


~~ USDA INSP. 
) FRESH 
FLAT CUT OR 


WHOLE DELI TRIM 
CORNED BEEF 


$393 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH 


AMERICAN LAMB 
SHOULDER CHOPS 
$ 99 


Thurs. 8-6 Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


SALE DATES: 
3/4/21 - 3/10/21 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


4 CHICKEN 
> DRUMSTICK 015 BAe sssssssss 66° 


USDA INSP. MAPLE WOOD SMOKED 


1/2 BONELESS 


£ 90 Meat Outlet & 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION « SERVICE 


TT 


$4 69 


90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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Free introduction to manufacturing offered 


Unemployed due to 
COVID-19 targeted 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


COVID-19 has torn through the 
economy as companies had to dial 
back their services or products in 
the wake of the pandemic, change 
their business models and furlough 
or lay off employees left and right 
to make it. Others just shut down en- 
tirely. While some people have been 
able to find work, there are plenty of 
workers who haven’t been able to, 
and the state wants to help. 

For those who have lost their 
jobs due to COVID-19 and remain 
unemployed, the MassHire Career 
Centers in Holyoke and Springfield 
are offering free virtual manufac- 
turing training classes. They will 
help participants learn about career 
manufacturing, basic manufacturing 
standards, manufacturing processes, 
basic blueprint reading, quality con- 
trol processes and tips on teamwork. 
The career centers used to be known 
as the state’s One-Stop Shop for em- 
ployment needs for those looking 
for work and employers. 

Participants must have a high 
school diploma, Internet connec- 
tivity with streaming capability, be 
unemployed due to COVID-19 and 
have a device such as a laptop, desk- 
top computer or tablet to access the 
internet. It is also compatible with 
cell phones. Instructor coaching 1s 
also provided. 

“The last two governors have 
been very invested in what they can 
do to maintain or grow manufactur- 
ing as an industry in general,’ said 


MassHire Career Center Holyoke 
President and CEO David Gadaire 
said. 

With COVID-19 translating to 
job losses for many, it was decided 
to target those who have lost their 
jobs as layoffs and business closures 
began last March as restaurants, 
gyms and other businesses were 
temporarily closed and then able 
to start up in reduced capacities, he 
said. 

“We think many people wrongly 
have this picture of what manufac- 
turing is all about, with idea that it’s 
dirty,” he said. “But many manufac- 
turers have pristine processes, for 
which mathematics is needed and 
their manufacturing is really a sci- 
ence. 

He said starting wages are good 
and it’s possible to make a sustain- 
able wage and move through com- 
pany ranks to get ahead. 

“The classes are a guide, to 
counsel them as to what to expect 
in manufacturing, the kind of math 
needed and so they candidly will 
know what’s going on,” he said. 
“Tt’s also designed to get people off 
unemployment and help them move 
into what could be a good career.” 

The classes are self-paced and 
offer tips on who work as a team 
member, how to address concerns 
that come up on the manufacturing 
floor and problem resolution, Ga- 
daire said. 

Businessman Joseph Peters, a 
member of MassHire Hampden 
County Workforce Board, has been 
in manufacturing for decades, and 
decided to test drive the classes to 
be sure potential students would get 
useful information about manufac- 
turing if they took them. 


“It provides exposure to manu- 
facturing machines, safety protocols 
among other things,” said Peters, 
who owned Universal Plastics in 
Holyoke up to a few years ago, and 
who remains active in the compa- 
ny. “I think someone who has gone 
through this would be looked at dif- 
ferently than someone who hadn’t 
taken it when it comes to the hiring 
process. I would be much more in- 
terested in someone who had taken 
this course. Our company is looking 
for people right now and this would 
give someone a lot of advantages.” 

Peters said these days many 
young students are not exposed to 
manufacturing at all and are unfa- 
miliar with it either generally or 
specifically. That exposure differs 
from when he was young, when 
many people knew people in man- 
ufacturing even if their immediate 
family wasn’t involved, he said. 
The classes provide that exposure if 
they’ve never had it in school or in 
the workforce,’ he said. 

“He’s lived manufacturing and 
breathed it his whole life, and in my 
mind that makes his opinion about it 
very credible,’ said Gadaire of Pe- 
ters’ opinion that it gives potential 
job seekers a way into manufactur- 
ing. 

For more information or to reg- 
ister for the classes contact Kate 
Smith at Masshire Holyoke at 413- 
322-7162 or Ksmith@masshire- 
holyoke.org or Yvette Jackson at 
Masshire Springfield at 413-858- 
2827 or yjackson @ masshirespring- 
field.org. 

The funding for the classes was 
provided by the state Office of 
Housing and Economic Develop- 
ment 
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Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club holding 
annual Snowman Contest 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club 
is once again holding their annual Snowman Contest and 
hoping that this year we will have snow! The contest is open 
to residents of Wilbraham and photos can be submitted on 
the Facebook page, 2021 Wilbraham Snowman Contest. 

More information including rules can also be found on 
the club’s website, WilbrahamJuniorWomens.org. For ques- 
tions or to learn more about the Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club, please visit the website or contact JillMarie Decarolis 
at jbd68 @charter.net for questions and information about 
membership or Marva Walting at marva_walting @hotmail. 
com for details about the contest. 


Maura Lessard, RN, BSN, 
CCM joins Aging Life Care 
Association 


WILBRAHAM -— Maura Lessard, RN, BSN, CCM was 
recently accepted as an Advanced Professional member of 
the Aging Life Care Association. 

As a member of ALCA, Lessard adheres to the Stan- 
dards of Practice and Code of Ethics developed by the as- 
sociation and its members to ensure public accountability. 
Lessard has been practicing as an Aging Life Care Profes- 
sional since 2000. She is also a Board Certified Case Man- 
ager and Nurse Advocate and Managing Director for Nurse 
Advocates, LLC. 

Lessard provides guidance and advocacy for families 
who are caring for older relatives. With a specialized fo- 
cus on issues related to aging, she assists clients with the 
challenges of aging, such as finding appropriate housing, 
in-home care, referrals to medical providers or elder law at- 
torneys, as well as the advocacy and support that provides 
families peace of mind. 

“ALCA is the gold standard of Aging Life Care. I am 
proud to be part of an association that defines excellence 
in my profession and is dedicated to education, profession- 
al development, and the highest ethical standards,” Lessard 
said. 
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FREE Seller and Buyer E-Guides 
These guides provide valuable 
information to help you start the 


STATUS _ ADDRESS 


CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 


SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 


DESCRIPTION 


LIST PRICE SALE PRICE 





PCG 381 Main St., 


Wilbraham 


8 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Victorian 


$199,900 


Ready for an in person consultation? 
Call any agent listed below for a 
Free, no obligation consultation. 


facebook.com/LandmarkLortie 
Always up to date information on the 
market and our communities. 


CTG 


buying and/or seller process. 
For your guide - 
email info@landmarkre.com 


SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 
SLD 


Like us on Facebook - 


183 Prospect St., Ludlow 

UAG 34 Holland Dr., East Longmeadow 
UAG 40 Fairview St., East Longmeadow 
UAG 62 Moulton Hill Rd., Monson, 

67 John St., East Longmeadow 
137 Allen St., East Longmeadow 
46 Brookside Dr., Hampden 

16 Fisher Lane, Hampden 

256 South Rd., Hampden 

69 Chiswick St.,Longmeadow 
207 Main St., Wilbraham 


NEW 182-184 Cady St., Ludlow 
SLD 24-26 School St., East Longmeadow 2 unit, 11 room, 5 bedr 2f 


ACT Lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 
ACT Lot 4 Silver, Monson 


6 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Cape 

5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch 
5 room, 2 bed, 1f Oh bath Cape 

7 room, 4 bed, 1f Oh bath Cape 

5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch 
7 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial 
8 room, 4 bed, 2f Oh bath Cape 

5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch 


5 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Ranch 
6 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape 


9 room, 4 bed, 2f 1h bath Contemporary 


$269,900 
$209,000 
$219,900 
$349,500 
$209,900 
$409,900 
$219,999 
$299,900 
$350,000 
$325,000 
$239,900 


CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS: 


LAND LISTINGS 


1.45 Residential acre (63,162 SqFt) 
2.83 Residential acre (123,274 SqFt) 


2 unit, room, 4 bed 2f - 2 Units Side by Side 


$289,900 
$319,900 


$42,000 
$84,900 


$222,000 
$405,000 
$242,500 
$306,000 
$340,000 
$326,000 
$253,000 


$295,000 





Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 


; CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 


WE’RE LOCAL 


® 

REAL ESTATE 
COMPANIES 

oF THE WORLD 


ING OUIC 
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WE’RE GLOBAL 





HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
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John Moltenbrey 
427-5176 





Tom Avezzie 
218-7991 


Bonnie Leaning 
265-3861 


Nick Ferrara 
386-4523 
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Zack Ferrara 
205-7789 


Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home 





Relocation Across The Country or Around The World 


~ Steve Lortie 
427-4122 








Ann Marie Martin 
206-1161 


Kathi Calabrese 
374-5867 


Sales Positions Available -— Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 


Luci Giguere 
575-2837 


Sandy Wegrzyn 
519-1056 











Dot Lortie 
478-1940 


Sue Rheaume 
478-0671 


“Ann Paquette 
626-6871 


Kathy Esser 
348-3803 























Susan Raimer | 
374-3348 


Alyssa Rhodes 
896-9269 


ae 
Jacqueline Kenny 
222-7285 


Art Ferrara 
348-5827 





a 
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Here’s a return to normalcy: It’s tax time! 


means it’s time to turn the page to no one’s 
favorite subject — taxes. 

Some well-organized residents no doubt 
have already filed their federal and state returns 
in time for the first day of processing, which was 
about two weeks ago. The rest of us have until 
April 15. Take note of that date, because unless 
the U.S. Treasury Department or Mass. Dept. of 
Revenue make an unexpected change, the ex- 
tended July deadline offered last year because of 
the pandemic is no longer an option. 

Hey, we’ve all been wishing for a return to 
normalcy, right? Maybe not exactly what you 
had in mind, but it might make you feel better 
to consider this a step in the direction of life in a 
post-pandemic world. 

Whether you prepare your returns yourself, 
pay an accountant or other professional, or have 
a friend or relative handle your tax filing, here 
are a few tips that could make this annual rite a 
little easier and perhaps help save you money: 

First and foremost, get organized. Dust off 
your copy of last year’s return. If you don’t have 
it and can’t get a copy from your preparer, you 
can order it from the IRS. If you used one of 
the many online tax prep software programs, it’s 
likely archived there. 

Gather all of your tax-related documents 


Op-ed: 


Pens: has drawn to a close and that 


such as W-2s, 1099s, and other forms you need 
to prove the income you earned, including So- 
cial Security, pension payments, and unemploy- 
ment benefits, and any withholding you selected 
(give yourself a pat on the back if you had taxes 
withheld from the latter two because chances are 
you'll get a bigger refund). 

If you received federal stimulus payments 
(either one or both issued in 2020), the good 
news is they are not counted as taxable income. 
However, if you received less than the full 
amount in either or both of the two rounds of 
stimulus, that could impact your 2020 return, so 
you Il want to able to reference that information. 

Did you keep all your receipts for charitable 
contributions, work expenses eligible for deduc- 
tions, and the miles you logged on your vehicle 
for work? If yes, give yourself another pat on the 
back. If not, you might want to invest some time 
in getting that together. Documentation of stu- 
dent loan interest paid last year and any debt that 
was charged off translate into credits and liabil- 
ities, too, so you’ ll want that at your fingertips. 

This is just a starter list. To get a compre- 
hensive checklist of everything you’ll need to be 
ready for tax return preparation, go to irs.gov or 
contact your tax prep professional. 

We have a resource for you that many might 
be surprised to learn about — AARP. Did you 


know the AARP TaxAide program provides IRS- 
trained volunteers to prepare returns for anyone 
who asks. Free of charge. This is NOT limited to 
members or even seniors in general. Taxpayers 
of any age can use this valuable service. They 
even handle returns for eligible small business- 
es. The only limitation is this program is intend- 
ed for those in the middle-income bracket and 
lower. There is an income ceiling and those who 
exceed it are not likely eligible for the service. 

For everyone else, it’s a well-regarded ser- 
vice that includes e-filing (which you want; It 
means faster processing and less time to get a 
refund if you’re due one). AARP suspended 
this program just about a year ago in response 
to the pandemic because the service was pro- 
vided in-person at libraries, senior centers and 
other public facilities. Since then, they have had 
time to plan and adjust and AARP TaxAide now 
offers drop-off and virtual service using secure 
servers that protect your Social Security number 
and other vital personal information. 

There are some in-person appointments, but 
none in our immediate area. For all the informa- 
tion about that program, go to taxaide.aarpfoun- 
dation.org. 

So, are you ready to “render unto Caesar?” 
If not, make it a priority. April 15 will be here 
before you know it. 


Request for non-partisan elections 


By Gina S. Kahn, Ed.D. 
Director, Hampden- Wilbraham 
Partners for Youth Coalition 


To begin, I'd like to express 
well-wishes and gratitude to Bob 
Russell for his years of dedicated 
service on the Wilbraham Board 
of Selectmen. No matter what the 
issue, Bob has always represented 
a sincere willingness to respect- 
fully listen for full understanding, 
and to then take measured, intel- 
ligent courses of action. I have 
particularly appreciated Bob’s 
deep concern for the health, safety 


families of Wilbraham. His plan to 
not seek re-election will leave big 
shoes to fill. 

Along those lines, as we look 
towards the future, I was surprised 
to learn that Wilbraham is among 
just a handful of cities and towns 
in the state that still engage in the 
outdated practice of partisan elec- 
tions. While events of the past 
year have emphasized, for better 
or worse, the role of party lines 
in national politics, the reality is 
that local interests are neither re- 
flected nor well served through 
a partisan filter. A town vision is 
about real ideas more than party 


ideologies. At the local level, our 
focus should be on local concerns 
— and on choosing candidates for 
town government who are in the 
best position to lead us, regardless 
of their party affiliation. Narrow- 
ing choices on the basis of party 
nomination does not align with 
what should be the spirit of com- 
mon good that will represent and 
serve all members of the commu- 
nity — especially in our current cli- 
mate where there are far too many 
opportunities to focus on division 
rather than unity. 

I am therefore advocating that 
the Board of Selectmen include a 


warrant article for the upcoming 
Annual Town Meeting so that Wil- 
braham voters can consider chang- 
ing our elections to non-partisan. 
While there is unfortunately not 
enough time to address this issue 
before we tackle the difficult task 
of selecting a suitable replacement 
for Mr. Russell, this will allow us 
the opportunity to take action that 
will remove barriers to making 
the best possible leadership de- 
cisions — for whatever the future 
may hold. 


and well-being of the children and 





The Garden 
Lady takes on 
your houseplant 
questions 


Elise, who enjoys reading the 
column from Brookfield, posed 
this question to the Garden Lady: 
“T have a number of scented gera- 
niums in my sunroom that I dug up 
from my 
herb gar- 
den last 
summer. 
ih ey 
were 
looking 
good for 
awhile, 
but with- Lad i 
in the last _ \ a 
month 
Ce 0 is Om 
leaves 
have _ be- 
gun to turn 
brown. It seems to start with the 
older foliage, beginning with the 
leaf margins and working its way 
in. I keep picking off the bad leaves 
but more follow suit. Do you have 
any suggestions as to how I should 
remedy this?” 

Scented geraniums were among 
the first herbs I ever grew! In fact, 
at 18 I had a windowsill of them 
in my bedroom. I loved how they 
would emit a heavenly fragrance 
whenever the leaves were rubbed 


Please see GARDEN, page 13 





IN THE 


GARDEN 





Roberta McQuaid 








The IRS is in charge of Au- 
diting Tax Returns and prosecut- 
ing violators, if I’m not mistak- 
en. Bank Fraud is another case. 
If someone over states the value 
of their income producing real 
estate in order to increase the 
amount of the mortgage loan 









Letters /o the Editor 


Income tax laws 
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that they are applying for, that 
is Fraud and illegal. In order to 
inflate the value, one would need 
to inflate the Net Operating In- 
come. That would be the only 
legitimate reason for wanting to 
see someone’s income tax sched- 
ule, Not to show that enough in- 


come tax wasn’t paid. 

If people don’t like the In- 
come Tax Laws, they should 
push their Legislators to change 
the laws. 


Don Flannery, Wilbraham 
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
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when submitted. 





Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Doleva named 
to Fall Dean’s 
List at Fairfield 
University 


FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Dan- 
ielle Doleva, a 2017 graduate 
of Minnechaug Regional High 
School has earned Dean’s List 
status at Fairfield University in 
Fairfield, Conn. for the Fall 2020 
semester. Doleva is enrolled in 
the Egan School of Nursing with 
a focus on Pediatric Oncology 
and is on track to graduate in 
May, 2022. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List 
at Fairfield University students 
must achieve at least a 3.5 GPA 
for the semester and carry at least 
15 credits for the semester. 


Doleva named 
to Fall Dean’s 
List at Penn 
State University 


STATE COLLEGE, Penn. 
— Julia Doleva, a 2016 graduate 
of Minnechaug Regional High 
School, has earned Dean’s List 
status at Penn State University in 
State College, Penn. for the Fall 
2020 semester. Doleva is study- 
ing within the College of Health 
and Human Development focus- 
ing on Communication Disor- 
ders with a minor in Psychology 
and will graduate with a BS in 
May 2021. 

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List at Penn State students must 
achieve at least a 3.5 GPA for 
the semester and carry at least 15 
credits for the semester. 





Monson Savings Bank scholarship 
applications available 


MONSON - The 2021 Mon- 
son Savings Bank Scholarship 
application is now available to 
graduating high school seniors 
in Hampden and Wilbraham. 
Applications are available at the 
Hampden Branch office at 15 
Somers Rd., Hampden, and the 
Wilbraham Branch office at 100 
Post Office Park, Wilbraham. 

The purpose of the Mon- 
son Savings Bank Scholarship 
is to promote the attainment of 
higher education for graduating 
seniors who reside within the 
Bank’s footprint. Three $2,000 
scholarships will be awarded to 
graduating seniors in Hampden 
or Wilbraham. 

Graduating seniors must be 
planning to attend an accredited 
college, technical school or cer- 
tification program. Scholarship 
awards will be based on the ap- 
plicant’s financial need, academ- 
ic performance, and extracur- 


ricular activities that you have 
participated in during school and 
after school, work experience, 
music/arts and/or sports pro- 
grams. 

Monson Savings Bank 1s 
proud to be an integral part of 
its greater community. As such, 
the candidate for this scholar- 
ship should have demonstrated 
a commitment to his/her com- 
munity. Please include an essay 
outlining that service and the im- 
pact you achieved through your 
contribution. 

The deadline for application 
acceptance is April 5. 

The completed application 
and required supporting docu- 
ments will be accepted by mail 
or electronically. If you have any 
questions please contact Donna 
Easton-Vicalvi at (413) 725- 
4560 or at dvicalvi@monson- 
savings.com. 
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Emmanuel 
College 

announces 
Dean’s List 


BOSTON -— In honor of their 
outstanding academic achieve- 
ment, Emmanuel College in 
Boston has named more than 900 
students to the Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2020 semester. To earn 
a spot on the Dean’s List, Em- 
manuel students must achieve 
a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher for a 16-credit semester. 
Local students receiving the hon- 
or include: 

Hannah Miller of Wilbraham 

Brianna Rossini-Beamon of 
Wilbraham 





Garrett Paradis 
of Hampden 
makes Dean’s 
List at RIT 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. — Garrett 
Paradis of Hampden was named 
to the Dean’s List at Rochester 
Institute of Technology for the 
2020 Fall Semester. Paradis is 
in the game design and develop- 
ment program. 

Undergraduate students are 
eligible for Dean’s List if their 
GPA is greater than or equal to 
3.40 for nine credits of tradition- 
ally graded coursework; they 
do not have any 
grades of “In- 
complete,” NE, 
D, or F; and they 
have registered 
for, and com- 
pleted, at least 
12 credit hours. 





STCC Dental Hygiene Clinic to 
offer free treatment in March 
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CAMPUS NOTES & 


Hapgood inducted into 
Accreditation honor society 


NEWTON, Mass. — Brandon 
Hapgood, a Lasell University 
student from Wilbraham, was 
inducted into the Commission 
on Sport Management Accredi- 
tation’s student honor society on 
Feb. 10. Program Chair and As- 
sociate Professor of Sport Man- 
agement Bill Nowlan nominated 
Hapgood for their academic ex- 
cellence and achievements in the 
field of sport management. 

Hapgood was recognized for 
their achievement by the larger 
COSMA community at the or- 
ganization’s annual conference. 
Nowlan submitted a 30-second 
nomination video acknowledg- 


ing their accomplishments; the 
videos were shown at the virtual 
induction ceremony. 

“A lot of good things will 
come from this,’ Nowlan said. 
“Students in the COSMA Honor 
Society get direct access to sport 
management industry updates, 
job accreditation information, 
and internship and job possibil- 
ities. It is a huge advantage for 
when they apply for jobs or grad- 
uate school.” 

In addition, the five inducted 
students were able to attend the 
full COSMA conference for free, 
and received a pin and certificate 
confirming their achievement. 


Students named to University of 
Hartford Dean’s List 


WEST HARTFORD, Conn. 
— The University of Hartford is 
pleased to announce the following 
students have been named to the 
Dean’s List for Fall 2020. 


Carolynne Avery of Hampden 
Andrew Esteves of Wilbraham 
Lea Kuselias of Wilbraham 
Katie Shea of Wilbraham 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 


Snow Removal 
Snow/Iice Damage Repair 
Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


( i 
Auta Repair 


SPRINGFIELD — Springfield Techni- 
cal Community College’s Dental Hygiene 
Clinic will offer free preventative treat- 
ment for children and adults in February 
and March. 

The clinic on the campus of STCC 
usually charges a nominal fee for services, 
but the college decided to waive fees for 
two months to help the community, many 
of whom are facing financial hardship 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The clinic, which is open Monday 
through Friday, is now accepting appoint- 
ments starting at 8 a.m. The clinic closes 
at 4 p.m. 

“The service at the clinic includes 
scaling and prophylaxis (teeth cleaning), 
any needed X-rays, fluoride treatments, as 
well as dental sealants for children which 
can run from $30 to $60 per tooth in the 
outside sector,’ said Meg Loadholt, the 
Dental Hygiene program coordinator. 

The clinic in Building 20, Room 238, 
offers comprehensive oral health care pro- 
vided by STCC dental hygiene students 
under the direction of licensed dental hy- 
gienists and dentists. 

“The STCC Department of Dental Hy- 
giene continues to prove its long standing 
value as the region’s premier training 
center for dental team members in dental 
offices near and far,’ said Martin Wohl, 
DDS, chair of the Valley District Dental 
Society. “Providing their terrific expertise, 
especially in the face of all our pandem- 


ic trials, highlights the responsibility the 
program and its students feel toward their 
stressed communities. I hope communi- 
ty members take full advantage of such 
a valuable resource for as long as it can 
be available. In addition, the training of 
every student will be greatly enhanced.” 

The clinic adheres to strict safety 
guidelines during the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. The college has temporarily suspended 
any aerosol generating procedures (name- 
ly, ultrasonic scalers and polishing teeth) 
from treatment options. In certain cases, 
under direction of a faculty member, such 
treatment might be allowed using devices 
that eliminate 93% of aerosols. 

The college has limited the number of 
people who can gather in the clinic and 
labs to allow for social distancing. 

Both students and faculty wear masks 
and face shields. All dental hygiene stu- 
dents, faculty and staff are scheduling ap- 
pointments to be vaccinated. 

Anyone who enters Building 20, 
where the clinic is located, must complete 
an attestation form and answer questions 
about any recent travel outside of Massa- 
chusetts and if they have experienced any 
symptoms related to COVID-19 or have 
been exposed to anyone experiencing 
symptoms. Staff also will check tempera- 
tures of people entering the building. 

To schedule an appointment, call 
(413) 755-4900. For more information, 
visit stcc.edu/dental. 
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e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 


a (to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 


Auto 
Sales & Service 





‘ed ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


: YE HANAN CEL) 


Be EMSS S ih 
S RET Y TEST 


HP SAF 
“ye leesacheses goed Sree Srey ep 


A SPECTION STATION AC oee 





5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 








Page 8 


B SCHOOLS 





High Honors 

Ninth Grade: Makayla Acevedo, 
Timothy Arendt, Mackenzie Blair, Aren 
Brubach, Rose Caltabiano, Christopher 
Capen, Serina Chan, Vince Chiarizio, 
Lillian Christensen, Paitan Closser, Jayla 
Comes, Gianna Daniele, Siena Dansereau, 
Abigail Dean, Lilliana DiGrande, So- 
fia DiGrande, Danielle Dulude, Amy 
Dunklee, Christian Erskine, Emily Es- 
teves, Marina Ford, Annabella Foster, Mia 
Fraga, Kaliana Gagnon, Aedan Gierlich, 
Abyssinia Haile, Lylah Jeannotte, Jake 
Klakotskiy, Lindsay Labadorf, Sophie 
Laird, Benjamin Langone, Sawyer Lis- 
owski, Lauren Lomascolo, Julia Long, 
Samantha Long, Anna Lucarelle, Avra 
Mayuski, Aviana Mitchell, McKenzie 
Murray, Matthew O’Keefe, Abigail Pas- 
tore, Vyan Patel, Laila Phok-Smith, Ky- 
lie Ray, Jonah Rost, Olivia Rucki, Daniel 
Ryzewicz, Jonas Saabye, Chad Santos, 
Georgia Serra, Ainsley Sheehan, Brenna 
Slattery, Jack Tassinari, Katherine Tzou- 
mas, Benjamin Wilson, Mary Woytowicz, 
Katja Wurm. 

Tenth Grade: Kristina Aguilar, 
Stephanie Bergman, Molly Brewer, Seth 
Chaffee, Eli Comeau, Patrick Cowles, 
Hallie Dones, Norah Doyle, Ian Dzier- 
winski, Ella Edwards, Rose Eldridge, 
Olivia Elliott, Nicole Foley, Eve Freitas, 
Jenna Gleason, Brandon Gormley, Ju- 
liette Goulet, Taryn Grozio, Harrison Hill, 
Nghi Hua, Cameron Ice, Avery Izzo, Pat- 
rick Jahn, Grace Johnson, Reese Jordan, 
Lily Kane, Jared Laliberte, Emma Le- 
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mek, James Ma, Christopher MacPhail, 
Anabella Matos, David Noel, Molly Ol- 
sen, Dev Patel, Christopher Paul, Dakotah 
Pavoni, Stephen Putnam, Sophia Seibold, 
Dominick Seymour, Julian Smith, Alexa 
Stone, Cassandra Toth, Jack Trolio, Alee- 
na Wilkinson, Matthew Wurszt. 

Eleventh Grade: Gabrielle Amato, 
Jessica Baker, Camryn Baroni, Ashleigh 
Barrett, Ava Barton, Erik Beckel, Cody 
Biermann, Allison Clifford, Christopher 
Cronin, Noah Dailey, Malyna Dansereau, 
Anthia Daubon, Jeremy Diehl, Julia 
Downey, Taylor Fahey, Jace Falcone, 
Francesca Fusco, Trevor Galenski, Joseph 
Gentile, Kiana Gonzalez, Isabella Gra- 
vanda, Sienna Hebert, Connor Joyce, Ava 
Kavanagh, Evan Kennedy, Cameron Ko- 
lisko, Peter Kuselias, Mikhaila Latourelle, 
Gavin Lee, Rachel Letendre, Willy Li, 
Isabel Lopes, Genevieve Matthews, Ga- 
briella Maynard, Sean McMinn, Veronica 
Nault, Tatum Nelson, Nha Nguyen, Ab- 
igail Nickerson, Adam Niemi, Michael 
Nordstrom, Anna O’Keefe, Colin Os- 
trander, Isha Patel, Elyse Roberts, Claire 
Robinson, Devyn Rodrigues, Joseph Sar- 
no, Cally Seyler, Matthew Sherman, Sa- 
mantha Siciliano, Andrew Strand, Quinn 
Suomala, Kevin Tessicini, Bethany Wha- 
len-Sylver, Isabella Woodbury. 

Twelfth Grade: Ji Cao, Sarah Cham- 
pagne, Jacob Chan, Jing Chen, John Chen, 
Juliana Chiarella, Emily Corey, Sara 
Coughlin, Maya Damiano, Julia DaSilva, 
Carly DeGray, Ani Diefenderfer, Aidan 
Elliott, Abigail Fernandes, Gavin Guyer, 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. One of Noah’s sons 

5. Openings 

11. Rising from the 
dead 

14. Expressions for 
humorous effect 

15. North American 
country 

18. Flowed over 

19. Tags 

21. Long-lasting light 
bulb 

23. Off-Broadway 
theater award 

24. Khoikhoi peoples 

28. Beloved movie pig 

29. South Dakota 

30. Tai language 

32. Get free of 

33. Afflict 

35. Transmits genetic 
information from 
DNA 

36. Commercials 


39. Digits 

41. Expression of 
sympathy 

42. Bleats 

44. Swiss Nobel 
Peace Prize 
winner 

46. Vegetable 

47. Turf 

49. Disorganized in 
character 

52. Takes 

56. Rules over 

58. More fervid 

60. Sweet drink 

62. Cry loudly 

63. A friendly nation 


CLUES DOWN 

1.A title of respect in 
India 

2.His and __ 

3. Employee stock 
ownership plan 

4. A type of bond 





10. Private school in 


12. Small stream 

13. A person of wealth 
16. Exclude 

17. Someone who 


20. Vegetable part 
22. Gov't lawyer 
25. Term to address a 


26. Swiss river 

2/. About senator 
29. Paulo, city 
31. Native American 


34. “Titanic” actor 
36. Campaign for 


(abbr.) 

5. Acting as if you are 37. Capital of Senegal 

6. Affirmative 38. Slang for military 

7. Not caps leader 

8. Type of medication 40. Football’s big 

9. Monetary unit game 

43. Women who threw 
themselves on 
funeral pyres 

45. Equally 

48. Forest animal 

50. Heavy stoves 

51. Releasing 
hormone (abbr.) 

53. Song 

54. Type of pickle 

55. Offer in return for 
money 

57. Soviet Socialist 
Republic 

58. Burns wood 
(abbr.) 

59. Beloved singer 
Charles 

61. Three-toed sloth 


New York 


vouches for you 


woman 


tribe 


students’ rights 
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Joseph Hackett, Shea Harrison, Syd- 
ney Harrison, Madison Hastain, Morgan 
Hastain, Gianna Hickson, Emily How- 
ard, Sandra Joseph, Leah Kagan, Kendall 
Kessler, Lauren King, Olivia Knode, Jo- 
elle Kovarik, Morgan Kowal, Dominique 
LaBranche, Nicholas Lang, Thomas 
Leary, Ryan Lee, Aelan Lisowski, John 
Manning, Corby Marini, Jillian Mawaka, 
Robert McDonald, Carly Morrow, Cassi- 
dy Mylonakis, McKenna Patterson, Ryan 
Pedersen, Timothy Person, Jenna Petrie, 
Faith Pettengill, Chelsea Ramos, Jaclin 
Robinson, Ava Sirois, Margaret Skorka, 
Lena Sotiropoulos, Krystianna Strange, 
Annabelle Stroganow, Margaret Szpa- 
kowski, Dylan Verdon, Kayla White, Jo- 
seph Zebian. 


Honors 

Ninth Grade: Ryan Atkin, Haile 
Barnett, Jonathan Barton-Cimino, Norah 
Bottum, Lindsay Carra, Christina Clark, 
Samuel Dean, Jackson Derosia, Nicolas 
Disa, Madison Duperre, Bianca Fac- 
chetti, Madison Faneuff, John Finneg- 
an, John Fitzgerald, Joseph Fusco, Dan- 
iel Gardner, Sophia Gravanda, Victoria 
Harrington, Eva Harris, Mia Hickson, 
Elliott Humphries, Aidan Lang, Gavin 
Lee, Olivia Lee, Jake Lowe, Grace Ma- 
loni, Alexander Maurer, Jonathan Maur- 
er, Victoria Miller, Hector Mojica, Ava 
Murray, Matthew Nordstrom, Nicholas 
Norval, Kate O’Connor, Owen Ordyno- 
wicz, Veera Patel, Nicolas Patrakis, Jen- 
na Pitts, Claire Poindexter, Ann Marie 
Prairie, Ethan Ray, Cameron Roy, M1- 
chael Roy, Gabriella Salvador, Olivia 
Salvi, Jessica Santos, Jenna Scatolini, 
Derek Semanie, Aiden Sergienko, Ava 
Sheehan, Bernard Shevlin, Lilian Smith, 
Drew Strycharz, Andrew Szpakowski, 
Alina Wawrzonek, Ailsa Wilson. 

Tenth Grade: Arianna Alves, Evan 
Arce, Amir Ardolino, Aubrey Barbeau, 
Jake Barlow, Victoria Barthelette, Made- 
lyn Bartolucci, Abbigail Beaudry, Megan 
Beaudry, Sydney Beebe, Abigail Bes- 
sette, David Borawski, Samantha Burnett, 
Valerie Campsie, Giovanna Capuano, 
James Carlin, Kaelin Cerasuolo, Zach- 
ary Conrad, Aidan Cordis, Sarah Crous- 
er, John DaFonseca, Giancarlo Daniele, 
Aiden Daniels, Jenna Danio, Kayleigh 
Delamarter, Reighan Demers, William 
Donahue, Anita Duquette, Colin Elliott, 
Catriona Ferreira, Beau Gagne, Amar 
Gamidov, Owen Gasteyer, Tyler Geno- 
vese, Carly Goodrich, Cameron Gray, 
Jeremiah Griffin, Joseph Hale, Cameron 
Hanks, Sean Holden, Kyler Ittner, Del- 
aney Izzo, Kyle Jodoin, Ryan Keating, 
Emma Kennedy, Anya Khan, Ava Korzec, 
Isaiah Kozub, Grace La Fountain, Audrey 
LaPre, Miranda Lavoie, Lam Duy Anh 
Le, Morgan Leary, Aidan Lewis, Sydney 
Liquori, Bella Loddo, Ryan Lucarelle, 
Joseph MacKenzie, Samuel Manteria, 
William Meeker, Charlotte Mirisis, Sa- 
mantha Moore, Collin Murphy, Benjamin 
O’Brien, Andrew O’Toole, Joshua Par- 
ent, Alexa Patrakis, Demetrios Patrakis, 
Alyssa Penna, Abigail Pronovost, Eva 
Przezdziecki, Lilliana Ramos, Andrew 
Rice, Cassidy Richard, Gavin Rigney, Ga- 
briella Rita, Tessa Rodrigues, Jada Rosa- 
rio, Alyssa Russell, Olivia Ryan, Allyson 
Santos, Anthony Siniscalchi, Alice Slebo- 
da, William St John, Emily Stark, Audrey 
Streeter, Nikolas Supczak, Jessica Thom- 
as, Alexander Tirabassi, Lauren Tomala, 
Emma Tougas, Vivian Tranghese, Cam- 
eron Turer, Marena Valiton, Zavier Vil- 
lanueva, Hayden Vreeland, Caleigh Wall, 
Marissa Warren, Connor Wesloski, Jenna 
Westbrooks, Michael Westbrooks, Luke 
Whalen-Sylver, Jack Wietsma, Madelyn 
Wyman, Christopher Zayas. 
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Minnechaug Regional High School announces 
honor roll for second marking period 





Eleventh Grade: Ayden Alves, Nico 
Alves, Anthony Amato, Gianna Angel- 
ica, Katherine Annear, Emma Arendt, 
Alexander Armitage, Justis Barbeau, 
Lauren Beaudin, Madison Bigda, Patrick 
Boland, Catharine Brennan, Adrianna 
Britton, Elsa Cable, Mary Cable, Janyia 
Cameron, Zachary Capen, Bianca Carda- 
no, Sofia Carlson, Madison Coite, Paige 
Coite, Maeve Coville, Audriana Croteau, 
Joseph Davenport, Grace Debney, Kyla 
Desmarais, Matthew DeVine, Jacque- 
line Dolaher, Regan Donohue, Sierra 
Doughty, Cailyn Doyle, Hannah Drake, 
Luke Dunklee, Jeffrey Duperre, Kailey 
Elmasian, Jacob Evans, Isabelle Fergus, 
Jacob Ferri, Megan Fitzgerald, Mary Fly- 
nn, Shenel Fosuah-Asamoah, Madison 
Gallant, Taylor Garvey, Julia Gorzyns- 
ka, Tyler Gragowski, Madelynn Grono, 
Nicholas Guidi, Justine Guyer, Angelina 
Guzzo, Justin Hanna, Nisa Harris, Peyton 
Harrison, McKenna Hatch, Arianna Haw- 
ley, Clare Heinold, Ella Henry, Abigail 
Hotaling, Mary-Elizabeth Hrycay, James 
Jolicoeur, Jaidan Kertenis, Tyler King, 
Kate Kosiorek, Joshua Kozub, Marce- 
lina Kumiega, Marlayna Labbe, Olivia 
LaDouceur, Madison Laliberte, Olivia 
Long, Leon Lopez, Rachael Lowe, Thom- 
as Manning, Abigail Maurer, Trent Ma- 
ziarz, Madison McGrath, Isabela Meeker, 
Madison Meunier, Austin Monteiro, Tay- 
lor Morrison, Jacob Motyl, Jaclyn Nguy- 
en, Linh Nguyen, Cade Norris, Meghan 
O’Dell, Erin O’Keefe, Molly Oldread, 
Emily Patrick, Michael Pelletier, Ella Per- 
ry, Collin Prendergast, Emma Pszeniczny, 
Haldimand Putnam, Ethan Quill, Antho- 
ny Rachele, Kayla Rivera, Ethan Robins, 
Michael Rosso, Mia Scatolini, Jessica Se- 
manie, Samuel Sibilia, Olivia Skoczylas, 
Catherine Skorka, Katie Slattery, Maisie 
Straut, Emily-Jane Sullivan, Olivia Terzi, 
Charles Trebbe, Ruth Tucker, Sophia Va- 
relakis, Luke Wadzinski, Aubrey Welch, 
Kiel Williams, Thomas Wilson, Megan 
Youmell. 

Twelfth Grade: Isabella Arcidiacono, 
Ianos Balaur, Alexa Barber, Gabrielle 
Bartolomei, Dominic Beck, Madeline 
Belemjian, Cori Bessette, Julian Bixler, 
Grace Caltabiano, Niya Carrasquillo, 
Daniel Cherkashin, Matthew Cing-Mars, 
Adrianna Clark, Morgan Cloutier, Owen 
Comeau, Cade Connor, Brendan Con- 
nors, Leah Cooney, Grace Coopee, Emma 
Cowles, Natasha Cox, Nasayah Crenshaw, 
Abigail Donahue, Daniel Ducey, Nathan 
Dunn, Abigail Edgecomb, Grace Ed- 
wards, Matthew Elmasian, Hannah Fopp, 
Madison Fox, Cabielyn Gagnon, Joseph 
Garvey, Kendall Garvey, Thomas Gar- 
vey, Zoe George, Cameron Gilrein, Liam 
Gleason, Maya Glenn, Kayla Gotta, An- 
thony Grasso, Lillian Grono, Gianna Gui- 
di, Arianna Hamel, Sophia Hrycay, Jacob 
Ice, Timothy Jodoin, Sage Killinger-Con- 
nors, Jonah Kozub, Ryan Leary, Kaileigh 
Letourneau, Jillian Long, Jillian Mackay, 
Shawn Major, Jaclyn Maller, Mia Mante- 
ria, Amelia Mazzuca, Trenton McInerny, 
George Menard, Paulo Mendonca, Dil- 
lon Moriarty, Maire Murphy, McKenzie 
Murphy, Evan Murray, Ai Nguyen, Chloe 
Nitri, Marielle Pastore, George Patrakis, 
Daniel Perez, Margaret Petruzzelli, Hope 
Pettengill, Jack Pszeniczny, Sophia Ra- 
mos, Camden Rigney, Isabella Rita, Jo- 
seph Robinson, Katherine Russell, Sa- 
mantha Santos, Carlie Simpkiss, Tatiana 
Steed Cox, Ruby Sweetman, Dominic 
Terzi, Trijal Thakkar, Michael Thompson, 
Brandon Tragakis, Tyler Tranghese, Ther- 
ran Trumbull, Ruth Villeneuve, Georgia 
Webster, Timothy Whalen-Sylver, Katlyn 
Wolcott, Olivia Yarrows. 





March 4, 2021 


MARKEL from page 1 


port through a myriad of cam- 
paigns while enjoying each oth- 
er’s company outside of politics. 

As a teenager, Biden “was a 
gregarious person — one of those 
fellas who got to know everyone 
and would talk to anybody ev- 
erybody,’ said Markel. 

Markel recalls that Biden 
was extremely self-conscious 
about his stutter, a speech im- 
pairment that he spent countless 
hours working to overcome. 
Mean-spirited students called 
Biden “Stutter Head,’ although 
the nickname largely disap- 
peared by senior year. 

In the process of improving 
his stutter, outgoing Biden made 
a name as a skillful football re- 
ceiver and eventually became the 
junior and senior class president 
at Archmere, an all-boys Catho- 
lic school at the time. 

Markel describes himself as 
the “Original ‘Ridin’ with Biden 
guy’: the future president’s first 
chauffer. In Markel’s 1950’s 
Studebaker Lurk, the two friends 
discussed girls and sports; both 
students were big Phillies and 
Eagles fans. At the Biden res- 
idence in New Castle Coun- 
ty, Del., many memories were 
made, Markel recalled. 

“In my junior and senior 
years, I had access to a car and 
used to drive to school. Every 
day, I would pick [Biden] up at 
his house on Wilson Road and 
drop him off after school,” said 
Markel. “His house, in fact, be- 
came a bit of a hangout for seven 
or eight of us, who were close 
friends. We’d stay most of the 
afternoon, and I’d go home for 


dinner only after hanging out at 
Joe’s house for a couple hours.” 

Biden’s appetite for politics 
was apparent at an early age. 
When Biden came up emp- 
ty-handed in a bid to become 
Class President at Archmere, his 
failed attempt carried significant 
weight. 

“T know it affected him a lot. 
He was really unhappy senior 
year when he lost that election to 
a very close friend of mine and 
his, Dave Walsh,” said Markel. “I 
noticed that this was a lot more 
important to him than, perhaps, 
it would have been for another 
high school kid.” 

Biden’s ambition was only 
strengthened in the aftermath of 
being defeated by a peer. Markel 
said that Biden took heavily af- 
ter his mother Catherine, a kind- 
hearted woman, who would of- 
ten offer the boys dating advice 
and encourage Biden’s political 
aspirations. 

“We used to sit there in the 
afternoons, sometimes, and we’d 
talk to her, and she’d give us 
advice on what we were doing 
wrong and why our girlfriends 
didn’t like us or were angry with 
us, stuff like that,’ Markel said. 

One afternoon in the Biden 
basement, a political conversa- 
tion ensued. As Biden’s class- 
mates inquired as to why he was 
so invested in the topic, a friend 
by the name of Charles Del 
Campo intervened. 

“Charlie, who now lives in 
Los Angeles, said, ‘Joe wants to 
be President; can’t you under- 
stand?,’”? Markell recalled. ““We 


looked over at Joe. He didn’t say, 
‘yes, or, ‘no,’ but he had a little 
bit of a smile on his face. You 
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can tell by his eyes that clearly 
that’s something he had been 
thinking about and something he 
wanted to do.” 

After graduating from Arch- 
mere in 1961, Biden studied 
at the University of Delaware, 
graduating in 1965 before earn- 
ing his law degree from Syracuse 
University in 1968. Markel then 
graduated from the University of 
Notre Dame. 

It didn’t take either man long 
to enter the political field. Biden 
was first elected to the New Cas- 
tle County Council in 1970 and 
started his own law practice soon 
after. Markel, a political science 
professor at American Interna- 
tional College in Springfield for 
20 years, served seven terms as a 
Springfield City Councilor. 

In 1972, Biden was elected as 
a U.S. Senator at the age of 29. 
Markel was highly impressed by 
Biden’s upset victory. 

“[Biden] was the highest 
ranked Democrat in Delaware so 
when it came time to nominate 
someone to run for the U.S. Sen- 
ate, he was the obvious choice, 
and he won in 1972 by a rather 
thin margin. He beat Rep. Sena- 
tor [Caleb] Boggs in a very Re- 
publican state. Clearly, he was 
on his way,” said Markel. 

Biden ran unsuccessfully for 
U.S. President in both 1988 and 
2008 but remained in the U.S. 
Senate from 1973 until 2009, 
when he became Vice President 
under President Barack Obama. 

Despite his national success, 
Biden remained close to Markel, 
aiding him in his successful 
campaign to become Springfield 
Mayor in 1992. 

“He was very helpful to me 


LANDSCAPE FOREMAN 





when I ran for mayor, as well as 
when I ran for city council, rais- 
ing money, coming to Spring- 
field. And when I ran for may- 
or, he came up twice. He did a 
fundraiser for me in Springfield 
and did one in Boston to help me 
with the campaign. That’s who 
he is. He’s loyal to his friends; 
never asked me for anything in 
return,’ said Markel. 

Outside of the political realm, 
Biden and Markel have main- 
tained a healthy friendship for 
decades. Before Biden entered 
the White House, Markel said 
that the two would meet in Dela- 
ware five to six times each year, 
since Markel’s parents lived in 
nearby Philadelphia. 

“Whenever I’d be down there, 
we'd get together, talk and go out 
and do stuff,’ said Markel. “One 
of the things we always did, the 
morning of Thanksgiving, I'd al- 
ways be there, and some of the 
old classmates would meet in 
a park in Wilmington and play 
touch football on Thanksgiving 
morning until we got too old and 
fat to do it. We used to call it the 
‘Toilet Bowl.’” 

Last year, Markel aspired to 
become a delegate for the Dem- 
ocratic National Convention. 
After contacting Biden’s office, 
Markel was given a more prom- 
inent role as a member of the 
Massachusetts delegation to the 
Electoral College. 

The title allowed Markel to 
officially file a ballot for Biden 
to become president; of 11 in- 
dividuals, Markel was the only 
Massachusetts elector who was 
personally endorsed by Biden. 

On Dec. 14, 2020, Markel 
entered the House Chamber in 
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the U.S. Capital building to cast 
the ballot for Biden. The experi- 
ence was nearly beyond belief. 

“T almost pinched myself say- 
ing, ‘Is this really happening? Is 
this guy who I used to hang out 
with and have known all my life 
really becoming the President 
of the United States?’ There’s a 
certain surreal quality to that, but 
Joe is a striver. He doesn’t give 
up,” said Markel. 

So far, Markel said he ap- 
proves of the job Biden has done 
in the Oval Office. Markel is 
confident that Biden will avoid 
the “angry tweeting at nighttime, 
personal attacks and so forth that 
was all part of the Trump era.” 

Upon becoming president, 
Biden’s phone number changed 
and his security increased im- 
mensely. To contact his longtime 
friend, Markel now must com- 
municate through Biden’s sister 
Valerie, who Markel has also 
known since high school; the 
two even went on a New Year’s 
Eve date in Center City Phila- 
delphia more than a half century 
ago. 

When all is said and done, 
regardless of policies or polit- 
ical ratings, Biden and Markel 
will remain good friends. In the 
meantime, Markel is enjoying 
his friend’s tremendous success. 

“To have a member of my 
high school class[become pres- 
ident], it’s just amazing and 
astonishing. Plus, I think he’s 
doing a good job at this point,’ 
Markel said. 

Dalton Zbierski can be 
reached at dzbierski@turley. 
com. 


LANDSCAPE LABORER 


Position Overview: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance jobs. 
This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast paced 
environment that requires quick thinking, 
a team oriented attitude and multi-tasking 
abilities. Our company also offers snow 
removal in the winter months as well. 


Job Description: We are looking for a 
highly motivated experienced individual 
with a positive attitude and an eye for 
detail to oversee Landscaping projects, 
manage the creation of Landscape 
features such as flower beds, water 
features, irrigation installs and repairs, 
walkways, patios, walls, tree and shrub 
installations and routine maintenance 
jobs. This is a hands-on, dynamic, fast 
paced environment that requires quick 
thinking, a team oriented attitude and 
multi-tasking abilities. Our company 
Also offers snow removal in the winter 
months as well. 


di Hampden House a 
1 Allen St., Hampden, MA e 413-566-8324 


LIVE MUSIC IS BACK! 3 hy 


Every Friday & Saturday 
Visit Our Facebook For Entertainment Lineup 


Join Us Wednesday, 


% 





As foreman, you are responsible for 
completing jobs on time and to Keith Isham 
Landscaping, LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. You 
must also have the ability to train our crew 
labor with all precautions related to day to 
day landscaping activities. 


As a Landscape Laborer, you are 
responsible for completing jobs on time 
and to Keith Isham Land-Landscaping, 
LLC’s high quality standards, 
workmanship and professionalism. 


For Corned Beef & Cabbage 


March 17th: 
FAMILY STYLE MEALS © 
_ Serves up to 6 people 
All Family Style Meals are Served with Salad & Bread 


Chicken Parmesan - 40 
Rigatoni Bolognese - 40 








Education/Experience Requirements: 
Experience working with all aspects of Landscaping & maintenance. Degree/certification 
and/or training in horticulture would be a plus. Valid drivers license, clean driving record 
and reliable transportation and DOT healthcard. 


Knowledge, Skills & Abilities: 
Must have great customer skills. Attention to detail with an eye for identifying plants, 


i _- >< 7 shrubs and trees commonly used in this region. Mechanical skills including operating 
Chicken Marsala - 40 ' , equipment such as chainsaws, lawn mowers, etc. Heavy lifting is required. Experience 
Chicken Francaise - 40 a safely driving a truck and trailer. Ability to interpret a variety of instructions furnished 
th ts written or orally. Verbal & written communication skills. 
Craz Alfredo - 7: | | a a 
y ~~. | 
; Chicken Broccoli Alfredo - i Bi 
a’ a. tye. At Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC we have 
» Spaghetti and Meatballs - 4 , | spent years working with clever, creative people 
Braised Beef Short Ribs - — we Fy - some come to us with years of experience and 
7) a others are new to the green industry. We don’t 


present our potential clients with a resume and 
expect them to hire us...we show up and WOW 
them! We are inviting you to WOW us! 


— - VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MENUS -% 


FULL SERVICE HOME CATERING AVAILABLE! 


- See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 
~ lacucinahampden.com 
} LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 


KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING 


PO Box 151, 162 Wilbraham Road 


We offer employees competitive pay Hampden, MA 01036 


commensurate with experience and/or education 
with a benefit package. We are a drug and 
alcohol free work environment. The applicant 
must pass a pre-employment drug test. 


Mon.-Thurs. 3-8pm 


Sat. 2-9pm 
Sun. 2-8pm 
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BA COMMUNITY GALLERY 
CH A 


medium to high resolution photos 
for this page by e-mail to elinscott@ 

turley.com or mail to TIMES, 24 

Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 
Please note that if you send us 

a photo of the Times in different 

= Be a e ae parts of the world, please include 
ser ge ————* be Pe ete —— oa a recognizable landmark in the 


The Wilbraham Fire Department participates in ice rescue training with Fire Chief Michael Andrews at Spec background. Examples: 
Pond on Feb. 26. Photo by David Miles. Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain. 
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Oaks Maple Sugar House 
on Monson Road in 
Wilbraham. 

Photo by David Miles. 
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The Wilbraham Fire iieaartiiietl participates in ice rescue training with Fire Chiet Michael Andrews at Spec 
Pond on Feb. 26. Photo by David Miles. 
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Photo submitted Oaks Maple Sugar ces on Monson Road in Asani na boiling down a 
by John Farrington. 
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REAL ESTATE fa 


264 N Main St. Unit 22, East Longmeadow, MA 7 
413-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com 





EXCELLENT AGENTS. OUTSTANDING RESULTS. Heidi Pafumi 
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On March 5th, 


(om) ol-\orkod MAKaAK-Monh@ mabnaatmoy 
eKoqejohimoldel sinadatoronts 
axonigetom \/Konatom C-yahe. 


We all love you so much! 
Love, Daddy, Babcia, Papa, Uncle Zack, Tashi, and little Grammie. 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to elinscott@turley.com 


== —¥ |sa 
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A snow animal, 
sculpted before the 
recent snowmelt. 
Photo submitted 

by Holly Dorsey. 






Au 


Qi 


sy Abin ae ( AL 
VN ee 


, die ie MAY 
Waa 4 RM aye Vi 


‘ ey Ae ad 
cee sta te inc 










Ak bot ‘th ‘ 
SARA = om. 


a RN ah me 


nd preparing ale syrup for sale. Photo by David Miles. 
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AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY: 





‘umps...Delivering Pizza and Homes to a Neighborhood Near You! 


lay recognize the name as your favorite spot for a delicious pizza, but did you know this 
mily ts also known for the highly sought-after REALTOR that shares their last name? 
e founding Tfeam413 in 2016, Heidi Pafumi, and her team have sold over 600 homes! 


Heidi knows houses - call her to call your home “SOLD”! 
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B SCHOOLS 


AIC named to 2021-2022 Military 
Friendly Schools list 


SPRINGFIELD — American Interna- 
tional College announced it has earned 
the 2021-2022 Military Friendly School 
designation. 

Institutions earning the Military 
Friendly School designation were eval- 
uated using both public data sources and 
responses from a proprietary survey. 
More than 1,200 schools participated in 
the 2021-2022 survey with 747 earning 
the designation. 

The 2021- 2022 Military Friendly 
Schools list will be published in the May 
issue of G.I. Jobs magazine and can be 
found at www.militaryfriendly.com. 

Methodology and criteria were de- 
termined by VIQTORY with input from 
the Military Friendly Advisory Council 
of independent leaders in the higher ed- 
ucation and military recruitment com- 
munity. Final ratings were determined 
by combining the institution’s survey 
response set and government/agency 
public data sources within a logic based 
scoring assessment. The institution’s 
ability to meet thresholds for student 
retention, graduation, job placement, 
loan repayment, persistence (degree ad- 
vancement or transfer) and loan default 
rates for all students are measured. 

“American International College is 
proud to be recognized as an institu- 
tion that assists men and women who 


OBINSO 


serve our country,’ said AIC President 
Vince Maniaci. “The College appreci- 
ates the value of the many educational 
and leadership experiences that occur 
in the Armed Forces, and the excellent 
foundation that military service pro- 
vides. In turn, we give transfer credits 
for students’ time in the U.S. Army, Air 
Force, Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard, 
helping active duty service members and 
veterans get a head start on earning their 
degrees.” 

“Military Friendly is committed to 
transparency and providing consistent 
data driven standards in our designa- 
tion process. This creates a competitive 
atmosphere that encourages colleges to 
consistently evolve and invest in their 
programs. Schools who achieve des- 
ignation show true commitment and 
dedication in their efforts,” according to 
Kayla Lopez, national director of Mili- 
tary Partnerships for Military Friendly. 
“Our standards assist schools by provid- 
ing a benchmark that promotes positive 
educational outcomes, resources, and 
support services that better the educa- 
tional landscape and provide opportuni- 
ty for the Military Community.” 

More information about AIC’s com- 
mitment to attracting and supporting 
military students can be found online at 
aic.edu. 


E 


SERVIC 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service « Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards » Accepted 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 - office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 
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MMWEC offers scholarships to 
Minnechaug High School seniors 


LUDLOW -— Applications now being 
accepted for the Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) 
scholarship program. 

MMWEC is offering four $1,000 
scholarships to be awarded to qualifying 
seniors from Ludlow High School and 
Minnechaug Regional High School who 
are planning to attend either a two- or 
four-year college. Scholarships will be 
awarded to two students from Ludlow 
High School, one Minnechaug student 
from Hampden, and one Minnechaug stu- 
dent from Wilbraham. Students must plan 
to pursue a degree in disciplines related 
to engineering, environmental sciences, 
finance, or accounting. 

Scholarship awards will be based 
on several factors, including academ- 
ic achievement, area of study, and need. 
All seniors planning to pursue one of the 
specified academic areas are encouraged 
to apply, regardless of their class ranking. 

To be considered, students must sub- 
mit all required documents including 


a letter of recommendation from their 
guidance counselor and a letter detailing 
their educational and professional goals. 
The submission deadline is April 6 and 
MMWEC will only be accepting electron- 
ic applications this year. Application and 
submission details will be shared with stu- 
dents via their guidance counselors. 

As part of its commitment to the Lud- 
low, Hampden, and Wilbraham commu- 
nities, MMWEC has awarded $52,000 in 
scholarships to help local students defray 
the cost of higher education since the in- 
ception of the scholarship program in 
1998. 

MMWEC is the joint action agency for 
public power in Massachusetts, providing 
a variety of power supply, financial, risk 
management and other services to the 
state’s consumer-owned, municipal utili- 
ties. MMWEC 1s the operator and princi- 
pal owner of the Stony Brook power plant 
on Moody Street and has been a corporate 
resident of Ludlow for 43 years. 





Scholarships for 
volunteerism, 


community grants 


offered 


WILBRAHAM - Over 40 years ago, town 
residents founded the Wilbraham Community 
Association on the basis of volunteer involve- 
ment to promote civic pride and enrich our com- 


munity. 


The WCA is offering scholarships to any Wil- 
braham high school senior who has helped our 
community by volunteering in some way. Up to 
two $1,000 scholarships are available to fund any 
type of academic or vocational education in pur- 


suit of a career goal. 


Applications are also available for grants is- 
sued through the Wilbraham Community Asso- 
ciation. The Association will offer grants up to 
$750 to hometown nonprofit organizations. The 
WCA was founded by Wilbraham residents to 
promote and enrich the community. Grants help 
fulfill the mission by funding projects that help 


improve the town. 


The deadline for applications for scholarships 
and community grants is March 31. For further 
information or to request an application, email 
CDuquette @charter.net or call Cate Duquette at 


(413) 596-8315. 


WY Cosa neetecem Boatentets 


is in your neighborhood. 


Looking for a new bank? Contact Us! 
Whether you want to buy, build or refinance our Wilbraham 
Branch has mortgage lending experts to help you. 


$350 OFF 
CLOSING 


e Personalized Service 
e Competitive Rates 


¢ Quick Decisions 


COSTS* 


WILBRAHAM BRANCH | 


e Local Processing 


www.monsonsavings.bank 


LENDER MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF 


*$350 closing cost discounts offer is available for qualified borrowers who establish automatic withdrawal from 
a Monson Savings Bank checking account. Offer valid for a limited time only and may be withdrawn at any 
time. Limit one per household. All loan applications are subject to credit underwriting and property approval. 
$350 credit will be applied at closing. Coupon is not redeemable for cash. Other conditions may also apply. 


100 Post Office Park | 


413-596-2848 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 





St. Cecilia 
Catholic 
Women’s Club 
scholarships 


Scholarship applications are 
now available for 2021 high 
school seniors. To be eligible 
a student must be a graduating 
high school senior and a member 
of St. Cecilia Parish. 

Selection factors include ac- 
ademic achievement, character, 
leadership and financial need. 
Applications can be picked up 
in the guidance offices at Min- 
nechaug Regional High School, 
Ludlow High School, St. Cecil- 
ia Parish office or download the 
application from the St. Cecilia 
Church website at: 

saintceciliawilbraham.org. 

Two $1,000 scholarships will 
be awarded in May 2021 and will 
be granted directly to the stu- 
dents to help defray the cost of 
tuition, books, fees, or supplies. 

The application deadline is 
April 5. Please mail to: St. Ce- 
cilia Women’s Club, St. Cecilia 
Parish, 42 Main St., Wilbra- 
ham, MA 01095. If you have 
questions, please contact Sue 
Agnew, (413) 596-9480. 





NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 


paper will not be 
responsible 


for 
more than one 
corrected __ inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 
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Lopez appointed to board of ad professionals club 


LUDLOW —- LUSO _ Federal 
Credit Union, serving members and 
communities in Hampden County 
since 1971, recently announced that 
Marketing Coordinator Jennifer Lo- 
pez has joined the Advertising Club 
of Western Massachusetts as an at- 
large member of the board of direc- 
tors. 

In this role, Lopez will work with 
the Ad Club on its various events and 
causes to advance and enrich the ad- 
vertising community. 

“Throughout my professional ca- 
reer, [ have gained extensive market- 
ing/advertising, public relations, and 
branding understanding, in large part 
thanks to the Ad Club and my in- 
volvement as a past board member,” 
Lopez said. 

“[’m thankful for the opportuni- 
ty to be able to rejoin the board and 
build relationships with other incred- 
ible marketers in our area and to help 
inspire the next generation through 
their work.” 

Lopez, who resides in Ludlow, is 
a seasoned marketing professional 


with more than 15 years of experi- 
ence in media and marketing man- 
agement in Western Mass. She has 
served as marketing coordinator 
for LUSO Federal Credit Union for 
three years. Prior to joining the cred- 
it union staff, Lopez spearheaded 
the marketing and communications 
initiatives for a local private high 
school and spent nearly a decade as 
a staff writer and editor for Turley 
Publications. She holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in English from Western New 
England University. 

In addition to her professional 
role in marketing for LUSO, Lopez 
serves as a volunteer member of the 
St. John the Baptist Marketing Com- 
mittee, a role that she has held for the 
past four years. As a member of that 
committee, Lopez regularly advises 
the school leadership team on mar- 
keting and advertising initiatives and 
donates graphic design services for 
the school’s social media accounts. 

“Over the years, Jennifer has 
grown in her knowledge of market- 
ing as well as in her desire to use that 


knowledge to benefit the community 
as a whole,” said Jennifer M.G. Cal- 
heno, president and CEO of LUSO 
Federal. 

“She is always excited to tackle 
new challenges and take on new re- 
sponsibilities, and this includes vol- 
unteering her time and expertise for 
a variety of local boards and commit- 
tees. We are always pleased to have 
our staff out serving the community 
and we know Jennifer’s experience 
will only benefit the Ad Club.” 

The Advertising Club of West- 
ern Massachusetts 1s a not-for-prof- 
it member organization made up of 
writers, designers, printers, agencies, 
photographers, web designers, mar- 
keters and more, serving all creative 
industries throughout western Mas- 
sachusetts. 

To learn about LUSO Federal 
Credit Union, or to become a mem- 
ber, contact 844-LUSO-FCU or visit 
lusofederal.com. LUSO is federal- 
ly insured by the NCUA and is an 
Equal Housing Lender. 





GARDEN from page 6 


between my thumb and forefinger. 
Scents like lemon, nutmeg, coconut 
and rose. Fast forward a few decades 
and I am blessed with a collection of 
scented geraniums in the greenhouse 
at Old Sturbridge Village! Although 
they looked great a couple of weeks 
ago, they too have started to show 
some brown leaves, exactly in the 
manner you explain. 

My first thought is in regards to 
watering. You see, geraniums can be 
finicky when it comes to moisture. If 
you let them get too dry their leaves 
will brown; too wet and the same 
thing happens. Sometimes looking at 
the soil and watering if it “looks” dry 
isn’t the best thing to do, and hon- 
estly, in my haste, that is what I have 
been doing lately. Iam going back to 
the “finger test” and only water when 
the soil is dry to the touch, 
a few inches into the pot; 
maybe that will help. 

Another point of inter- 
est 1s in regards to chlori- 
nated water. There is some 
research that indicates ge- 
raniums are sensitive to 
chlorine. If your tap wa- 
ter is heavily chlorinated I 
would recommend that you 
fill a watering can with wa- 
ter and let it sit for 24 hours. 
The chlorine will dissipate 
before watering. Likewise, 
you can also run tap water 
through a charcoal type wa- 
ter filter to rid it of chlorine. 

Lastly, our geraniums 
may be hungry. Beginning 
in late February and early 
March, scented geraniums 
begin to initiate flower 
buds and require addition- 
al nutrients to do so. [ll 
start feeding with a liquid 
fertilizer at half strength 
every two weeks or so to 
support that need. Hopeful- 
ly by adopting some of this 
advice your geraniums will 
begin to look a bit happier 
and mine will too! 

Frances has a_beauti- 
ful potted cyclamen and is 
curious how this particular 
plant is propagated. “My 
mother always comments 
about the beauty of my pink 
cyclamen. Can I remove a 
leaf, insert it into the soil 
and expect it will root, as 
would an African violet’s?” 

Florist Cyclamen (Cy- 
clamen persicum) is a de- 
lightful indoor plant that 
flowers during the winter 


PAINT ¢ WALLPAPER * CROWN MOULDING 
REMODELS ¢ MAKEOVERS ¢ FURNITURE ¢ APPLIANCES 
HEATING © COOLING ¢ PLUMBING e ELECTRICAL 
PELLET STOVES © FIREPLACES * REPAIRS | 
MAINTENANCE ¢ CURTAINS ¢ BLINDS © { ? 
UPHOLSTERY * CARPET * HARDWOOD FLOORS ~ 

TILINGe LAMINATE ¢ DECKS e PATIOS ¢ GARDENS nS, (a 
SPAS ¢ LIGHTING ¢ TREES ¢ FLOWERS e BUSHES ®@ $ . As 
ACCENT PLANTS ¢ SEASONAL DECOR « GRILLS 
FIREPITS ¢ QUTDOOR SPACES * FURNITURE gf 
HANDYMAN ¢ MAID SERVICES ¢ CARPENTERS . . 
INSECT CONTROL © EFFICIENCY EXPERTS . 
ORGANIZERS © QUICK FIXES 


months. Its quarter-sized blooms 
in red, pink and white are unique 
in that the petals are bent back, re- 
flexed even, and held above pretty, 
heart-shaped, silver-margined leaves. 
There are varying types available 
with fancy flowers and intricately 
patterned foliage. 

The cyclamen plant is tuberous 
and unfortunately is best propagated 
by seed or by division of its fibrous 
roots. Usually this task is left to the 
experts who are best able to deal with 
erratic germination and roots suscep- 
tible to rot. 

Recently I became the proud 
owner of my very first cyclamen 
(thanks, Mom!). It’s always fun to 
get to learn about the life cycle of a 
new plant. With the cylamen’s bloom 
time during the winter, it has a period 
of dormancy mid spring through the 










Call Today To Advertise In The Spring Home Supplement 


413.283.8393 


end of summer when it’s leaves will 
yellow and shed, and it will demand 
next to no water. This time frame is 
opposite of what we are used to with 
our perennial flowers that bloom 
during the summer and go dormant 
during the winter. In late August, be- 
gin watering and leaves will sprout 
anew before blooming begins during 
the fall. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She en- 
Joys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy @turley.com with “Garden- 
ing Question” in the subject line. 


APRIL 2021 
A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO 


WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, YOUR AD WILL 
REACH ALMOST 100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 
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ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS MARCH 17 
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Nomination papers 
available for elected 
office in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM — Nomination papers are now 
available for elected office in Wilbraham. Anyone in- 
terested can call the office of Wilbraham Town Clerk, 
Carole J. Tardif, at (413) 596-2800 ext. 200 to set up 
an appointment. 

The last day to obtain nomination papers is Wed., 
March 24, for the Annual Town Election, scheduled for 
May 15. 

Positions being voted for that day are: Selectman 
for three years; Town Clerk for three years; Moderator 
for three years; Assessor for three years; two Regional 
School Committee members for three years; Cemetery 
Commissioner for three years; Water Commissioner 
for three years; two Library Trustees for three years; 
one Planning Board Member for five years; and one 
Wilbraham Housing Authority Member for five years. 

The deadline for submission to the Registrar for 
certification is Fri., March 26, at 5 p.m. Office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for those who wish to obtain 
papers. A total of 50 signatures from registered Wil- 
braham voters are required to have a name listed on 
the ballot as an independent candidate. A letter stat- 
ing the candidate’s name, address and the office being 
sought must be submitted at the time of the request to 
the Town Clerk. 

Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at (413) 596-2800, 
ext. 200 with any questions. 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10om; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


@ Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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 — 


Erica Gonzalez, owner of the eCycle fitness studio i 
Wilbraham, officially opened her new business on Feb. 
1. Courtesy photo. 





By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM -— On Feb. 1, Erica Gonzalez official- 
ly opened the new eCycle fitness studio in Wilbraham. 
A veteran spin instructor for nearly 10 years, Gonzalez 
said she loves the group energy and positivity the classes 
create. 

The process of getting the studio open for business 
was fast — it only took a few months to get everything up 
and running, Gonzalez said. 

“As an instructor I could just really see the need for 
this to become it’s own little community — a place peo- 
ple can just go, take an hour of the day just for them- 
selves, and focus on getting in a mental zone to be fit and 
healthy,” she said. 

Inside the studio, safety guidelines are in place during 
the pandemic. “The bikes are all safely distanced, masks 
are worn upon arrival, and plenty of hand sanitizer and 
cleaning products in place,’ Gonzalez said.” After every 
class, I go through and clean every bike after use.” 

One piece of advice Gonzalez said she’d offer to any- 
one interested in checking out a spin class would be to 
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weather 
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The studio offers spin classes for all fitness levels. Bikes 
are cleaned after every use. Courtesy photo. 


try out a class. And she promise it will be “a fun and 
invigorating experience.” 

The studio is open for all fitness levels. Several begin- 
ner classes are available, and a full schedule is available 
on the studio’s website, ecyclewilbraham.com. Classes 
are offered seven days a week. 

In terms of background, Gonzalez said she’s been a 
personal trainer for over 10 years, but she recognized the 
importance of fitness to her overall well-being even be- 
fore that. 

“Fitness is my life and has been for over 20 years,” 
Gonzalez said. “I inspire to help others live a more 
healthy lifestyle. This is my life, and it’s what I sleep and 
breathe. My goal is to share the great experiences I’ve 
had with this lifestyle onto others, so people can really 
see and feel the benefits of it.” 

The studio is located at 85 Post Office Park, Ste. 8518 
in Wilbraham. Call the studio at (413) 218-2399 for more 
information. 
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Women’s Fund of Western 
Mass., HCC partner on 
leadership program 


HOLYOKE — The Women’s Fund of Western Massa- 
chusetts is sponsoring an eight-week spring training pro- 
gram at Holyoke Community College aimed at women 
who want to enhance their leadership skills. 

The course — “Women Leaning Into Leadership: Em- 
powering Your Voice” — is being offered over Zoom on 
Thursdays, from noon to 1:15 p.m., March 25 through 
May 13. Beyond that, each program participant will re- 
ceive 30 minutes of private, one-on-one coaching from the 
instructor, Annie Shibata Ph.D., owner of Growth Mindset 
Leadership and Communication Coaching. 

The cost of the eight-week program is $799, but the 
Women’s Fund of Western Massachusetts is offering spon- 
sorships of up to $650 to each qualified participant. 

“One of priorities at the Women’s Fund is to help fa- 
cilitate parity in positions of power and leadership,” said 
Monica Borgatti, chief operating officer of the Women’s 
Fund of Western Massachusetts. “We would like to see 
more women in leadership positions across the region, and 
we are proud to partner with HCC on a program designed 
to help women become more effective leaders.” 

This course, along with HCC’s monthly Women’s 
Leadership Luncheon Series, is targeted to emerging lead- 
ers in mid-career and to women working to become more 
effective in their jobs and in the community. 

During the program sessions, participants will learn to 
evaluate their communication skills and apply new com- 
munication techniques; practice the power of mindfulness; 
distinguish forms of influence and persuasion to create 
powerful messages; assess their leadership strengths; and 
create short- and long-term plans for career development. 

“We’re really happy to announce this new collabora- 
tion with the Women’s Fund of Western Massachusetts as 
we work together to develop women leaders in our com- 
munity,” said Michele Cabal, HCC executive director of 
Business, Corporate and Professional Development. “The 
partnership makes sense as we share a common mission of 
working to help others achieve their goals.” 

Enrollment for the course is limited by design. To reg- 
ister and apply for a sponsorship, please go to: hcc.edu/ 
women-leaning 
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Falcons complete shortened winter season 
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WILBRAHAM -— Last week, 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School boys basketball team fin- 
ished up a shortened winter season, 
playing just 10 games instead of 
the usual 20. The Falcons would go 
2-8, playing in a number of close 


games. 


Christopher Cronin looks 
around for his next 


SEEKONK — When the Tri 
Track Open Modified Series sea- 
son takes the green flag on May 
1 at Monadnock Speedway, the 
field will be stacked full of talent. 
One of the talented stars is rising 
New Hampshire racer Matthew 
Kimball, who is a former Mini 
Stock champion and currently 
a competitor in the Sportsman 
Modified division at multiple 
tracks in the Granite State. 

Kimball, who does have 
limited starts with Tri Track, is 
hoping to be able to run the en- 
tire six-race slate in 2021. His 
most important goal will be to be 
consistent, learn more about the 
Tour-Type Modifieds, and come 
home with solid top-10 finishes. 
He also plans to compete full- 
time at Monadnock in the Apex 
Racing No. 11 in the track’s 
Sportsman Modifieds and hopes 
to chase the NASCAR Division 
I National Championship, if the 
first few weeks of the season go 
well. 

“It’s always good to try and 
get your name out there and this 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Matthew DeVine reaches high for the 


= sports@turley.com 


move. 


is a great opportunity to do that,” 
Kimball said. “We want to win 
races, but we are going to go 
race-by-race, and see what the 
schedules look like, so we don’t 
have conflictions. We’re going to 
take this year step-by-step. We 
would like to finish top-10 in the 
Tri Track points.” 

Kimball, who won the Mini 
Stock title at Monadnock in 
2018, started his career in go- 
karts, and moved to the Mini 
Stocks at the age of 13. From 
there, he sat behind the wheel of 
a modified at full speed for the 
first time at age 15, and the ex- 
perience was different from any- 
thing he had dealt with before 
-- but he found success quickly. 

“My dad had a few champi- 
onships before I took over and it 
didn’t take me too long to adapt 
to it,’ Kimball said. “I won my 
first race just four weeks into 
the season. I practiced a lot be- 
fore getting into a race -- ran it 
towards the end of the year, and 
during practices, we went out as 
much as possible. Once you get 
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Wrestling still 
not cleared for 
competitions as 
spring looms 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION -— In an effort to fit every 
sport into the modified high school sea- 
sons, the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association decided to move 
wrestling from the winter to the spring 
season. With football occurring during 
the Fall 2 season, it was decided wres- 
tling should take place during the spring. 

However, at a recent meeting of 
MIAA Wrestling Committee, it was an- 
nounced the Office of Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Affairs had still not cleared 
the sport of wrestling for Level 3 activi- 
ty, which allows for competitions to oc- 
cur. If wrestling is not allowed to have 
level 3 activity, meets cannot occur. 

In the meeting, it was reported that 
football will be observed during the 
next three weeks. Due to the close con- 
tact involved in football, the EEA will 
be looking at the sport to compare it to 
the close contact that will occur in wres- 
tling. Spring sports are set to begin in 
late April, early May. 

According to the minute of the com- 
mittee meeting, if the EEA makes the 
decision to move wrestling into the level 
3 status, then modifications for the sport 
will be presented for approval by the 
MIAA. 

In addition to observation of football, 
the status of vaccination in the Com- 
monwealth will also play into the lifting 
of restrictions at the state level. It was 
recently announced large sports venues 
like Fenway Park would be allowed to 
open beginning March 22 at 12 percent 
capacity as part of the beginning of 
Phase 4 of the state’s re-opening plan. 


biggest difference is the tone of 
the race. It’s a lot different trying 
to save your tires, versus a crate 
car, where you go hard the whole 
time. I still have to figure it out. I 
have to figure out adjustments to 
make it last more than 80 laps, so 
we are there at the end. A lot of it 
1S experience -- you don’t really 
see many guys jump in a tour car 
and just be there at the end.” 
He’s excited to continue to 
race with the talented field Tri 
Track offers, and is looking for- 
ward to visiting Seekonk Speed- 


comfortable in the car, it’s like 
driving any other race car.” 
Kimball competes regularly 
at Monadnock, Hudson Speed- 
way, Claremont Speedway and 
occasionally Lee USA Speed- 
way, and plans to focus on Mo- 
nadnock full-time this season, 
along with Tri Track. Driving 
the No. 50 machine, Kimball has 
learned the ropes of the Modi- 
fied over the last few years, but 


Submitted ahato 
Matt Kimball is another hopeful to win the Tri Track this year. 


knows he needs to continue to 
soak up the environment to be 
successful at the level of Tri 
Track competition. He finished 
sixth and seventh in the two Tri 
Track races on Monadnock’s 
high-banks last year. 

“It’s a pretty big difference 
racing-wise from a Mini Stock to 
a Modified, but it just takes a few 
laps to get used to the throttle and 
the power,’ Kimball said. “The 


way for the first time in his ca- 
reer. Tri Track’s 2021 schedule 
includes two stops at Monad- 
nock, his home-track, two at 
Seekonk and two at Star Speed- 
way, where Kimball has limited 
laps. 

“It’s a lot different racing 
against the big names, but they 
were in the same shoes we were 
at one point in their career,’ 
Kimball said. “I’ve never even 
been to Seekonk, so that will 
be tough. But I feel confident in 


Please see RACING, page 16 
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Blue Sox name new general manager 


HOLYOKE — Valley Blue Sox 
President Fred Ciaglo announced the 
hiring of Kate Avard as the team’s 
new General Manager. 

Avard, 22, will be returning to 
the Blue Sox organization after in- 
terning with the team during the 
2016 season. The Easthampton, MA 
native, originally from Holyoke, is a 
graduate of the University of Massa- 
chusetts Amherst where she earned 
a B.S. degree in Sport Management 
from the Isenberg School of Man- 
agement and a B.S. degree studying 
kinesiology from the School of Pub- 
lic Health and Health Sciences. 

“We’re very excited to appoint 
Kate as our new General Manag- 
er,’ said Ciaglo. “Having previous- 
ly served as one of our interns, she 


knows the culture and communi- 
ty-oriented mission of our organi- 
zation. Given her education in sport 
management, Kate will bring strong 
business fundamentals, creativity 
and a passion for baseball to the Blue 
Sox front office.” 

While at UMass Amherst, Av- 
ard served as the Intramural Special 
Events Assistant and held multiple 
internships within the Athletic De- 
partment. After graduating from 
UMass Amherst, Avard enrolled in 
graduate courses studying athletic 
training and emergency medicine at 
Boston University. 

Avard is eager to return to MacK- 
enzie Stadium and expand her role 
with the organization. 

“Growing up in Holyoke, I[ at- 


tended many Holyoke Giants games, 
then later Blue Sox games, with my 
family which is where I fell in love 
with the sport of baseball,” said Av- 
ard. I later interned with the team 
and saw firsthand the positive influ- 
ence the team had on the local fami- 
lies and local community, similar to 
what I had personally experienced 
growing up,” she added. 

“The Blue Sox reputation has 
grown tremendously over the past 
few years, making the team a staple 
throughout Western Mass, said Av- 
ard. “Stepping into the role of Gen- 
eral Manager, I hope I am able to 
build upon the relationship the orga- 
nization has with the community and 
grow the team in the coming years.” 





Hampshire association 


seeking umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire Franklin Baseball Um- 
pire Association (HFBUA) is planning to conduct classes 
for the 2021 baseball season following all recommended 
COVID-19 protocols including the possibility of on-line 
instruction. The association covers umpiring of scholastic 
baseball for all of Hampshire and Franklin county schools 
registered under MIAA and several other baseball leagues 
in the area. If you are interested in umpiring baseball or ob- 


Sign-ups now available 
for 2021 Relics softball 


LUDLOW -— The Western Mass Relics 
opened registration for the 2021 Senior Softball 
Season. The Silver Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 
36 of the 112 spots and the Gold Division (65-and- 
up) has filled 32 of the 96 spots. The registrations 
are accepted on a first come first serve basis. All our 
games are played at the Fish & Game in Ludlow. For 
further information or to register go to http://www. 


has 
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Nominees for volleyball 
hall announced 


HOLYOKE - The list of 25 nominees for the Inter- 
national Volleyball Hall of Fame 2021 Induction has 
been announced and the Fan Vote presented by Mizu- 
no is now officially open through Feb. 28. 

Fans can vote daily for as many nominees as they 
feel are deserving of Induction. The top 5 nominees 
selected by the public will comprise a “fans’ ballot” 
that will be tallied along with the official selection 
committee ballots to pick the Class of 2021 inductees. 
“These 25 nominees represent 11 different countries 
and some of the biggest names in volleyball from the 
past two decades and beyond.” said George Mulry, 
Executive Director of the International Volleyball Hall 
of Fame. “Having to skip the 2020 class of Induct- 
ees because of COVID has created a bit of a backlog 
that’s resulted in perhaps the strongest list of nomi- 
nees top to bottom we’ve ever had. I think it’s going 
to be really hard for people to narrow down their Fan 
Vote selections but it will also make this year’s Induc- 
tion that much more special for the selected class.” 
The new class of Inductees will be announced in 
March and the 2021 Induction Celebration is sched- 
uled for Saturday, Oct. 23 and will be live streamed 
for anyone that cannot travel to Holyoke. Induction 
Celebration tickets will go on sale when the new class 
is announced. 

The nominees are: Taismary Aguero, Dr. Rolf An- 
dresen, Manuela Benelli, Gianfranco Briani, Julius 
Brink and Jonas Reckermann, Dr. Gabriel Cherebetiu, 
Sergio Dutra Santos, Giovane Gavio, Linda Hanley, 
Barbara Jelic-Ruzic, Pieter Joon, Siegfried Kohler, Pe- 
ter Lange, Andre Meyer, Samuele Papi, Carmelo Pit- 
tera, Bernardo Rezende, Todd Rogers, Yumilka Ruiz, 
Ricardo Santos, Clay Stanley, Sergey Tetyuhkhin, Lo- 


taining further information regarding the upcoming classes 
please contact Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the HF- 
BUA via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 


westernmassrelics.org. 








gan Tom, Fernanda Venturini, and Elaine Youngs. 








This week in recreation 


Helen Sullivan, Clerk 


WILBRAHAM - Based on the 
programs that the staff is eagerly ar- 
ranging, you can almost smell that 
spring is in the air! In the not too dis- 
tant future, everyone is going to be 
pouring outside to enjoy the (hope- 
fully) warmer temps and sunny days. 
It will hopefully serve as relief from 
the cabin fever that may have set in 
during the cold winter months with 
the pandemic restrictions 1n place. 

We have been informed that a 
number of people are not getting our 
email notifications (aka email blasts). 
Our IT department has been work- 
ing with various email providers to 
resolve any issues on that level. Of- 
tentimes, the provider has deemed it 
spam/junk and has delivered it to that 
folder. There are a couple of things 
that you can do at your end to possi- 
bly help: 

Add our email addresses to your 
personal contacts list. 

If you have the option with your 
provider, mark our email address- 
es “Not Spam” or “Never Spam”. 
Usually you can do this by just 
right-clicking on the item in your 
spam/junk folder and choosing that 
option. 

If you use your work email ad- 
dress for notifications, check with 
your IT department and make sure 
that they are allowing it through their 
firewall. 

I thought it was important to men- 
tion that because we have close to a 
full slate of programs and activities 
coming up and we want to make sure 
that anyone who is interested in reg- 


istering for something gets notified in 
ample time. 

Recreation Baseball, Softball, 
Track & Field, Tennis, Volleyball, 
Girls Lacrosse, Spec Day Camp, and 
Art-Ventures will all be taking regis- 
trations at different points in March. 
Whew....I’m tired just thinking of all 
the kids running around and venting 
built-up energy. Please go to wil- 
brahamrec.com to get a complete de- 
scription of the programs, but a brief 
outline of the registration schedule is: 

March 2 — Rec. Softball, Rec. 
Baseball (Grades 1-6), T-Ball, Mites 
Instructional Girls Lacrosse, Girls 
Lacrosse 

March 9 — Rec. Baseball (Grades 
7- 8), Spring Volleyball 

March 16 — Spring Track & 
Field, Youth Track Workout, Smart 
Start Baseball, Spec Day Camp 

March 30 — Spring Tennis 

We hope that you are able to find 
an activity that meets your and your 
family’s needs. 

At this point, we are still not 
accepting reservations for the Pin- 
ney Pavilion at Spec Pond. An an- 
nouncement will be issued if a de- 
cision is made to allow the rental of 
that facility. 

Take care and enjoy the improv- 
ing weather! 

Notes: Our programs are severely 
restricted in size of enrollment due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions. There is 
no leeway in the maximum number 
of participants. As always, registra- 
tion is on a first-come-first-served 
basis, so if you see a program that 
you want to take part in, don’t delay 
registering for it. 








wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 





RACING from page 15 


Monadnock and I’ve won at Star in the 
Mini Stock. The difference at Star with a 
car with a lot more power will require a 
different line and everything. It should be 
a lot of figuring out different setups this 


year.” 
With support from his family and 
friends, and his sponsors, Kimball 


wouldn’t be able to drive on the track. 
His sponsors include APEX Racing, KRJ 
Jewelry, Edmunds Ace Hardware, Peter- 
boro Tools, Tyler’s Small Engines, Trends 
of Fashion, Birch Wood Inn, Beangroup 
and more. He’s lucky to have a stout list of 
supports behind him to help him compete 
at a high-level. 

“T’m just going to be playing it by ear 
and get the cars ready and go for Monad- 
nock, I'll be running three races in that 
same weekend,’ Kimball said. “Between 
the two Sportsman Modified races and the 
Tri Track race, it will be a busy weekend. 
I’m also going to be able to race my dad, 
who will run our family car in a few rac- 
es this year. I’ve beaten him three times, 
and he’s beaten me once, so hopefully I 


can keep the good streak going. I’m just 
hoping to be there at the end of each race 
this year.” 

Kimball is just one of more than 15 
drivers who have already registered to 
compete in the entire Tri Track slate for 
the 2021 season. Registration is open and 
teams can register at TriTrackModifieds. 
com/team-info. Teams have the option to 
either sign-up for the whole season or just 
one single race. 

The Tri Track Open Modified Series 
will visit three historic New England 
tracks, twice each, to make up the six-race 
schedule for 2021. The series will stop at 
Monadnock Speedway in Winchester, 
New Hampshire on May | and August 14, 
while visiting Star Speedway in Epping, 
New Hampshire on May 22 and July 24. 
The anticipated return to Seekonk Speed- 
way, scheduled for June 30 and October 
23, will mark two staple events -- the 
$10,000 to win Open Wheel Wednesday 
in June and the Haunted Hundred to wrap 
the season. 





Rotary Scholarship applications 


now available 


WILBRAHAM - Brad Sperry, chair- 
man of the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary 
Club Scholarship Committee, has an- 
nounced that applications 
for the 2021 Rotary Club 
scholarships are now avail- 
able at both Minnechaug 
Regional High School and 
Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy. 

Applications are due 
no later than April 1. The 
scholarships are available 
to qualified high school 
students who are residents 
of Wilbraham or Hampden. 

The club will again 
award nine scholarships, 


each in the amount of $1,500. Applica- 
tions may also be obtained from Sperry 
by calling (413) 537-4171. 
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BOARD from page 1 


Selectmen meeting. 

There were more than a handful of 
monetary irregularities reported in the 
multi-year audit released last month by 
Ferax Treuhand AG. Close to $234,000 of 
taxpayer and state employee money was 
spent on 119 false invoices for services 
never rendered, reviewed or documented. 

After violating procedure and making 
multiple attorneys members of the system, 
the board paid the two individuals a total 
of $179,266 in legal fees and $448,210 in 
premiums. While most communities use 
employee money to pay 50% of premi- 
ums, municipal employees paid 90% of 
the fees of attorneys associated with the 
retirement board. 

Three retirement board members also 
spent a total of $10,936 on travel, lodging, 
recreation and entertainment. On a trip to 
Cape Cod, Chairperson Richard Theroux 
allotted $1,825 to lodging, all while stay- 
ing in his own condo; Theroux repaid the 
funds last week following the audit’s re- 
lease. 

Multiple board members additionally 
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Caring For Your 


the paws on our four- legged friends! 


and the ground. 


shampoo. 


debris. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 2 


ARE NOW ONLINE 











Pet’s Paws In Winter 


Winter can be rough on pet’s feet, especially 
when you consider the snow, road salt, and ice 
they’re exposed to . Here’s some ways to help out 


1. Keep the hair around your pet’s paws 
trimmed to avoid ice and debris buildup. 

2. Invest in some paw balm such as Musher’s 
Wax to create a barrier between your pet’s paw 


3. Buy some dog booties. These work the 
same way as human boots! There are a variety of 
styles and sizes to choose from to ensure they fit 
your pet’s paws best. Sometimes these can take 
some getting used to and enticing with treats. 

4. Keeping your pet hydrated can be important 
in colder months due to the air inside and outside 
being so much drier than in other seasons. 

5. Be aware of hypothermia in your pet. If it’s 
too cold for you, it’s too cold for your pet! Look for 
shivering, shaking, lethargy, difficulty breathing, 
and a low heart rate as signs of hypothermia. 

6. Reduce the number of baths you give your 
pet. Baths can strip your dog’s fur of natural oils 
and dry out their skin. If your dirty pup does need 
a bath, use a moisturizing or oatmeal- based 


7. Many types of road salt and de-icing are 
toxic to pets and can be harmful if ingested. 
After going for a walk always take a warm wet 
washcloth to their paws to remove any visible 


8. Snow can hide grates or holes on your walk 
so make sure to keep a vigilant eye out for this. 


earned thousands of dollars in social se- 
curity despite a Massachusetts statute that 
prohibits public employees from collect- 
ing social security. 

On Monday, prior to the March 3 call 
with the retirement board, Markel spoke 
with numerous town administrators and 
managers from the county, all who have 
witnessed tax spikes as a result of the re- 
tirement board’s malfeasance. 

“Today, we had participation from 
the far western end of Hampden Coun- 
ty, the administrator in Chester. From the 
far eastern end, we had the administrator 
from Wales,’ said Markel. 

Upon its release, the audit was im- 
mediately given to state Attorney Gener- 
al Maura Healey, the Mass. State Ethics 
Commission and Inspector General Glenn 
A. Cunha. 

Optimism exists that each member of 
the retirement board will be forced to va- 
cate his or her seat. At the very least, Dav- 
enport believes Theroux must step down 
immediately. 

“You can’t have someone in office 
who’s going to be currently under three 
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READERS! 


Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 

Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name. 


NEW CLASS! Intro To Your Puppy 
or New Rescue. Basic Obedience 


& Envirnomental Socialization 


e Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility 


e Puppy class & Basic leash 


e Environmental training 





Large Indoor/Outdoor Accommodations 
Playtime Available- fenced in 1/4 acre lot 





investigations. He’ll be the principal of 
three investigations, as well as some of 
the board members. I think the towns re- 
ally have to push for his resignation or for 
him to at least step aside.” 

As a result of the misappropriated 
funds, 35 Hampden County communities 
must now pay at least 8% more on each 
assessment until 2036. In Hampden, the 
assessment increased from $603,000 to 
$706,000 for 2021, totaling an additional 
$103,000 this year over last. 

“The increases have never been this 
sizeable; over the past couple of years, 
they’ve really been out of control,” said 
Selectman John Flynn on March 1. 

With multiple investigations under 
way and dozens of communities affected, 
Markel acknowledged that the situation 
has “many moving parts.” 

Given the severity of the allegations, 
however, Markel believes that Hampden 
stands a fighting chance to reclaim some 
of its lost money if the retirement board is 
found to be at fault. 

“The truth is that we do not have pow- 
er to act. They have power to act in Bos- 


2400 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 
413-246-0859 


Oro 


141 Porter Road 


> 


WILBRAHAM 
Animal Hospital 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 
Ben Shryock, DVM 
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ton,” said Markel. “I think that if enough 
employees in the towns of Hampden 
County, as well as the selectmen and oth- 
ers who have to vote to raise taxes to pay 
retirement benefits and assessments make 
it clear that it’s unacceptable, I think pub- 
lic opinion can bring change.” 

The demand for change must extend 
beyond public office. If retirement board 
members are to resign, enabling a new 
board to take shape and communities to 
receive potential compensation, residents 
must force the action. 

One article or television broadcast at a 
time, answers will be attained and justice 
made plausible, Markel said. 

“The press is also important with get- 
ting the message out,’ said Markel. “It’s 
fairly complicated. The way it operates 
is not easily understood so I think there’s 
been less interest over the years in doing 
stories about their operations. If there’s 
enough concern shown throughout the 
county, I have a sense that things can 
change.” 

Dalton Zbierski is a Staff Writer and 
can be reached at dzbierski@ turley.com. 

































Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 


413.596.8395 


See. 
a wilbrahamanimalhospital.com 


East Springfield Veterinary Hospital 
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA 
413.739.6389 ¢ esvhospital.com 
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 

Open Nights & Weekends 


J 










East Longmeadow MA 


413-525-3532 








www.porterroadpetcare.com 


Day Care 







SPA Services Available 


Bathing 
Haircuts 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 









Maincures 


VISIT 


www.publicnotices.turley.com 





public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !!'SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A B Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


CLEANING 
SERVICES 


CLEANING LADY with over ten 
years experience, references upon 
request. Will clean households and 
offices. Please call (413)378-5032 
and ask for Ewa 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 


Address: ___ 


Town: 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Number of Weeks: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





pe ZI 


X per week rate = $ 


Credit Card: _1 MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover LI Cash Ll Check# 
Card # _ _ Exp. Date CVV 
Amount of charge: ___ Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
Village Hills Ve 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 









EASTHAMPTON 
















NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


STURBRIDGE 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 





WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 


~— Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





Subtotal — 
xX Number of Weeks ____ es 
TOTAL Enclosed __ — 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNIMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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ARTICLE from page 1 


brought forward by virtue of them not be- 
ing part of a party.” 

Bunnell also quoted Selectmen chair 
Bob Russell, who previously said “we 
shouldn’t be D’s or R’s, we should be W’s 
for Wilbrahamites.” 

“T think there’s a reason towns in the 
state have adopted a non-partisan ap- 
proach,” Russell said. “I can only surmise 
that was to attract good candidates to run.” 

Selectman Bob Boilard said if the 
town changes its elections to non-partisan, 
there should be several candidates nights 
forums, so residents can get to know the 
people on the ballot. 

“If you go [to vote] and have a bunch 
of names in front of you and we don’t 
know who those people are, it becomes 
very difficult to cast that ballot... at least 
with an R or D, you have some basis of 
how people might think.” 

Linda Dagradi, who chairs the Demo- 
cratic Town Committee but spoke as a cit- 
izen and not representing the committee, 
said she was “absolutely convinced that 
caucuses are not democratic and small 
numbers of people get to make a deci- 
sion.” 

“T think at the very least, citizens in 
town should have the opportunity to de- 
cide whether or not we should continue 
with partisan elections or go the way of 
non-partisan elections as most places 


have done,” Dagradi said. 

Resident Michael Squindo, who also 
spoke in favor of non-partisan elections, 
said he thought holding multiple candi- 
dates nights and open forums could pro- 
vide “exciting moments to get insight 
into what people believe” and help voters 
make better informed decisions. 

On Monday, the board discussed two 
other articles that could be added to this 
year’s annual town meeting warrant; one 
would ask voters whether or not they want 
a local options meal tax, which could gen- 
erate an additional $125,000 in revenue 
for the town annually and would only cost 
patrons an extra 75 cents on a $100 bill, 
said Community Preservation Chair John 
Broderick. Nearly all nearby towns have a 
local meal tax, Boilard said. 

Another article could change the town 
clerk position from elected to appointed. 
This would prevent the clerk from having 
to run for reelection every three years and 
could ensure the best candidate gets the 
job, Boilard said. Board members said 
they wanted to ask Town Clerk Carole 
Tardif her opinion before pursuing the ar- 
ticle further. 
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Town of Hampden 

Notice of Public Hearing 

The Hampden Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
March 24, 2021, at 6 PM in 
the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, MA, on the 
application of Hampden 
Landfill Solar LLC for a 
Special Permit under Section 
6.0, Section 7.16, and Section 
10 of the Hampden Zoning 
Bylaw for site improvements 
to construct, own, and operate 

+ 5.465 MW (DC) solar 
photovoltaic array and battery 
storage distributed energy 
generation project at Cross 
Road (Parcels 19-85-00 and 
19-86-0). Information related 
to this application is on file in 
the Town Clerk’s Office and is 
available for review by the 
public during normal business 
hours. The public may 
remotely join and participate 
in the public hearing using 
Zoom video conferencing 
technology. The link to the 
Zoom meeting will be posted 
on the Town website with 
supporting documentation on 
or about March 17th. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES & 


For the Board, 
Judge Robert Howarth, Chair, 
Hampden Planning Board. 
03/04, 03/11/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0034CA 
In the matter of: 

Jacob Charles Thomas 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Minor has been filed 
by Jacob Charles Thomas of 
Hampden, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Jacob Charles LaRiviere 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/22/2021. 


This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: February 22, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/04/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 








Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





2021 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


HIRING!!!) Homemakers, PCAS, 
CNAs, Home Health Aids. We have 


offices in Palmer, West Springfield & 
Sturbridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 





PART-TIME IN HOME CAREGIV- 
ER Palmer area for senior dementia 
woman. Call 413-544-8356 


REAL ESTATE 
LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Cali For An. IRS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Bruce J. Charwick 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 





Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 


TAX AST THA SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified lax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 yeurs experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 








PROVIDER 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 





Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
oid Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\ViCsi{er aye) aim kebarclale im mlatclaletslmeisl miilersts 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


Advertise your 
home improvement 
services in our classifieds. 


TON 
Ed 


We get results! TI 











Tu rleyru ications 
www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Scantic Valley YMCA 


MONSON/WILBRAHAM ~ 
Monson Savings Bank President 
and future CEO Dan Moriarty and 
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer Michael Rouette 
recently visited the Scantic Valley 
YMCA located in Wilbraham to de- 
liver a $1,000 donation. There they 
met with the Scantic Valley YMCA 
Branch Executive Director Debbie 
Kelder and the YMCA of Greater 
Springfield President and CEO Dex- 
ter Johnson to celebrate the contin- 
ued support and partnership they 
share. 

This $1,000 donation was made 
as a result of the Scantic Valley 
YMCA Branch placing in the top ten 
vote recipients for the Monson Sav- 
ings Bank 2021 Community Giving 
Initiative. Community members 
voted for their favorite charitable 
organizations and chose the Scantic 
Valley YMCA to be a recipient of the 
donation, like in previous years. 

“We have a relationship span- 
ning many years with the YMCA 
and we are so happy to continue to 
offer our support with this most re- 
cent donation of $1,000,” said Dan 
Moriarty, President and future CEO. 
“The Scantic Valley YMCA is right 
down the road from our new Loan 
and Operations Center and we know 
how important this location is to the 
employees in our office and all local 
community members.” 

The Scantic Valley YMCA is part 
of YMCA of Greater Springfield and 
is located at 45 Post Office Park in 
Wilbraham. The location offers vari- 


uor 2541 
pO 2y 


~ 
| 


Monson Savings 
Your Bank 


Forever 


He CLOSES BORDEN commute Benefit 


6, onic Valley YM CA 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Monson Savings Bank donates to 


Dan February 5, 202) 


Sand. dollars and. oo if _-$11,000% 


| ve ity Givi 
| Community Giving Initiative 


DO Lans 


Monson Savings Bank 





Courtesy photo 


L to R: Dan Moriarty, Monson Savings Bank President and future CEO, and 
Michael Rouette, Monson Savings Bank EVP and Chief Operating Officer, 
presented a $1,000 donation to Dexter Johnson, President and CEO of the 
YMCA of Greater Springfield and Debbie Kelder, Executive Director of the 


Scantic Valley YMCA Branch. 


ous programs and services for youth, 
teens, families and seniors to support 
the mind, body and spirit. This in- 
cludes aquatics, cycling, pickleball, 
yoga and a wide variety of exercise 
programs. Additionally, childcare 
assistance and wellness programs are 
available. Membership to the YMCA 
allows members to make a positive 
impact in their life and the lives of 
others, through health improving 
activities, by engaging with friends, 
and giving back to those in need. To 
learn more about the Scantic Val- 
ley YMCA or to become a member 


Wilbraham, MA 


visit: http://www.springfieldy.org/ 
family-centers/scantic-valley-y-fam- 
ily-center/ 

“The YMCA is extremely thank- 
ful to have a community partner like 
Monson Savings Bank,” said Dexter 
Johnson, President and CEO of the 
YMCA of Greater Springfield. “Do- 
nations from our partners allow us 
to serve the community by offering 
financial assistance to those in need 
of child care or wellness services. 
Thank you to those that voted and 
thank you to Monson Savings Bank 
for your kindness and generosity.” 
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IRISH MENU ALL DAY 


Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners 
Corned Beef Sandwiches & More! 


LIVE IRISH NIUSIC! 


BRUNCH 


Sundays 11:30am-2:30pm 
Along With Full Menu All Day 


March 4, 2021 


Jennifer price hired as 
new LUSO Wilbraham 
branch manager 


WILBRAHAM —LUSO Federal Credit Union, serv- 
ing members and communities in 
Hampden County since 1971, last 
week announced Jennifer Price as 
the new branch manager in Wilbra- 
ham. In this new role, Price will be | = 
responsible for leading all operation- | 
al aspects of the branch, including 
member service and lending. tJ 

“Jennifer brings with her ex- | % 
tensive experience managing cred- 
it union operations and teams, and 
we’re thrilled to have her leading our 
Crane Park branch,’ said Jennifer M.G. Calheno, Presi- 
dent and CEO of LUSO Federal Credit Union. “She will 
bring a new perspective, passion and leadership to LUSO 
and support for the communities we serve.” 

Price, who resides in East Hartford, Conn., has 17 
years of banking experience, having recently served as 
Vice President of Sales and Operations for a credit union 
in East Hartford. There, she established and executed sales 
goals and initiatives to strengthen loan growth in consum- 
er lending and mortgage lending. It was while working 
full-time for another Connecticut-based credit union that 
Price was able to obtain her Bachelor of Science in Busi- 
ness Administration. “I accomplished that goal in 2018 
and graduated at the top of my class from Albertus Man- 
gus College, attending classes at night so I could work 
full-time during the day,” she said. 

Price said she’s excited to bring her knowledge and 
experience in banking to LUSO to continue to grow and 
serve the credit union membership. 

“T love the purpose and meaning of credit unions. If 
you're going to go to work every day, you should love 
what you do and I love that I’ve been given the opportu- 
nity to help people accomplish their financial goals,” she 
said. “I am thankful for the opportunity to serve as the 
new branch manager of LUSO’s Crane Park location and 
I look forward to serving the Wilbraham community.” 

To learn about LUSO Federal Credit Union, or to be- 
come a member, contact 844-LUSO-FCU or visit lusofed- 
eral.com. LUSO 1s federally insured by the NCUA and is 
an Equal Housing Lender. 
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SPRING MARKET 
IS A FEW DAYS AWAY! 


Looking to buy? Looking to sell? 
Wheway Group is the team for you 


#1 TEAM WESTERN MASS. - COLDWELL BANKER REALTY 


LUNCH 


e THURSDAY-SATURDAY e 
Made from Scratch 
Soups, Salads, Sandwiches, 
& Petite Portion Main Meals 


$22 
THREE COURSE 
MEALS 


EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
OPEN TUESDAY-SUNDAY 


Serving Lunch: Serving Dinner: 
Thursday-Saturday Tues.-Thurs.4-9pm 
Starting at 11:30am Fri. -Sat. 4-9:30pm 


$15 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY 


While Supplies Last 


Sunday 
Hours: 
11:30am-7pm 
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Licensed in MA, CT and FL 





Call Now to get the Wheway Team working for you! 


Pat Wheway—Assoc. Broker—413-478-1166 
David Mulak— Realtor® - 413-364-6400 
Rich Wheway —Realtor® - 413-221-8599 
www.whewaygroup.com 


Exclusive Real Estate 
Agents For 
Shaker Heights - 
Enfield, CT 
Paradise Creek - 
Ludlow, MA 
over 55 communities 


COLDWELL 
BANKER 


REALTY 


